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NURSING NOTES 


G.N.C. CONFERENCE. 

W K are glad to know that, after all, it has been 

decided to admit the Press to the Conference 

h is taking place at the Rooms of the Royal 

ety of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, London, 

on Thursday this week, so that we shall be 

in our next issue to give those who are un- 

to be present a full account of the discus- 

The subjects are: ‘* The General Re- 

er,’’ introduced by Miss Lloyd-Still, other 

kers announced being Miss Dowbiggin, Dr. 

dall, Miss Cox-Davies: and ‘‘ Supplemen- 

Parts of the Register in Conjunction with 

rnative and Reciprocal Training,’’ the 

kers being Miss Sparshott, Dr. Bedford 

ce, Miss Seymour Yapp, Miss Villiers, Miss 

Vorsley or Miss Coulton, and Mrs. Bedford 

nwick. The chairman of the G.N.C. for Eng- 

| and Wales, Mr. J. C. Priestley, presides over 
Conference. 

NURSES’ REGISTRATION ACTS. 
In the House of Commons last week, Mr. 
Hall (Normanton, Lab.) asked the Minister 





of Health whether he was aware that, though 
Acts to provide for the registration of nurses 
received the Royal Assent on December 23rd, 
1919, the English Act had, so far, not been car- 
ried into effect, and that efforts were being made 
departmentally to coerce the General Nursing 
Council of England and Wales to agree to provi- 
sions incorporated in the Rules framed under the 
Scottish Act of which that Council did not 
approve; whether such provisions, if adopted, 
would have the effect of reducing its authority 
in certain important directions to that of a record- 
ing body under the Scottish Board of Health, 
without power of discrimination; and whether he 
would inquire into the matter with a view to 
satisfactory regulations being brought into force 
without delay ? 

Sir A. Mond, Minister of Health, replied: The 
hon. member is under a misapprehension. The 
General Nursing Council] submitted a rule pur- 
porting to give them a discretion to refuse to 
admit to their register nurses already on the 
Scottish and Irish registers. I am advised on 
the highest authority that this is ultra vires, and 
I am bound to ask the Council to amend the rule 
in question, so as to bring it into conformity with 
the Act. Subject to the submission of an 
amended rule to give effect to the reciprocity 
provisions of Section 6 (3) of the Act, I am pre- 
pared to sanction at once the rules for the admis- 
sion of existing nurses. I cannot accept the 
suggestion contained in the latter part of the 
question, but in any case I have no power to 
sanction a rule in the form desired by the Council. 


THE FEVER NURSES’ PROBLEM. 

As will be seen, a hitch has arisen between the 
English and Scottish Nursing Councils The 
latter, probably under pressure from the Board of 
Health, has agreed to put on the General Register 
nurses who have passed the Scottish L.G.B. fever 
examination, This is no doubt on the ground that 
that examination is a very thorough one As 
reciprocity is to be arranged by the Councils, 
nurses on one General Register can be put on thi 
Register of the other country on payment of a fee, 
and this means that Scottish nurses with 
fever training only will be eligible for the English 
General Register, from which English fever 
nurses will be debarred. This is manifestly un- 
fair. Meanwhile the Minister of Health has de- 
clared that the English Council has exceeded its 
powers in making a rule which would keep out 
these Scottish fever nurses, and that the Rule 
must be amended. We understand that Scottish 


some 
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and English Council members are to meet and 
consider the situation. 


THE COLLEGE AND POOR LAW. 


WE are glad to see that, as we suggested some 
time ago, the Poor Law Matrons’ Association is 
interesting itself in the important question of how 
to get more representation of the poor law on to 
the College Council. A postal ballot of the mem- 
bers of the Association resulted in the following 
three matrons obtaining the highest votes: Miss 
Alsop (Kensington), Miss Barton (Chelsea), and 
Miss Clark (Whipps Cross). We hope these can- 
didates will have good support, so that the large 
and important poor law training schools will be 
properly represented on the College of Nursing 
At the same time we wish a superintendent-nurs« 
of an unseparated infirmary had been nominated. 

understands the peculiar difficulties of 


POOR LAW NURSES’ GUILDS. 

almost unorgan- 
organisations all 
Poor Law Office rs’ 


A FEW years ago nurses wert 
ised; now there are many 
clamouring for members. Th¢ 
\ssociation has formed ‘‘ nursing sections,’’ and, 
spurred on, no doubt, by the rivalry of the Poor 
Law Workers’ Trade Union, has of late made 
many attempts t enrol nurses. The latest was 
where matrons and nurses, 
after ruling out a possibility of strikes, agreed to 

rm, under the P.L.O.A., a ‘* Poor Law Nurses’ 
Guild ’’ (the word ‘‘ guild ’’ always appeals to 
it has a professional and 
air). We used to advise nurses not to combine as 
‘* oor law nurses,’’ thus accentuating the divi- 
ion between them and hospital nurses; but it is 
true that they have special interests, and that the 
College of Nursing has not hitherto had any ade- 
quate representation on this section. This, how- 
ever, is the poor law nurses’ own fault, and we 
trust they will in the coming College elections 
remedy this defect. We hope poor law nurses will 
jcin a professional organisation, such as the Col- 
lege, and if they form poor law guilds as well, 
these latter may be very useful for exerting pres- 
sure in purely poor law matters 


) 
made at Manchester, 


nurses; semi-religious 


MANCHESTER NURSES’ GUILD. 


In the Poor Law Officers’ Journal Mr. J. 
Dillon, hon. branch secretary of the Poor Law 
Workers’ Trade Union, criticises the newly-formed 
Manchester Poor Law Nurses’ Guild—a self- 
governing section of the National Poor Law 
Officers’ Association—of which we gave an account 
last week, as founded on an undemocratic basis. 
Probationer nurses, he points out, though eligible 
for membership and election to the committee, 
are debarred from holding office, such as _ presi- 
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. He 
complains that the meeting at which the Guild 
was inaugurated was not representative of the 
nursing profession, since only its heads were pre- 
sent. The contention is that a _ probationer 





should be on a complete equality with the trained 
nurse in the control of the interests of the nurs 
ing profession in the Manchester area. We won- 
der whether the medical profession would tolerate 
for a moment the interference of medical students 
in the management of its affairs? Since p 
tioners are in the great majority, membersh 

the committee would give them, if they wish 
complete control; in the Manchester area, 
could, if they chose, secure a majority on thé 

that the trained have appar 
opened the door to the management of th: 
terests by the untrained. Do they realis; 
position ? 


mittee. SO 


THE COLLEGE IN A NEW GUISE. 


WE have heard the College of Nursing des 
by its opponents as a ‘‘ body of employers 
must, however, be many-sided, for it is 

a trade union! When a letter from 

3. Williams, the superintendent nurse 
mating that she had been appointed honorary 
secretary of the Swansea Centre of the College of 
Nursing, was read at a meeting of the Swans 
Workhouse Visiting Committee last week 
tions were raised by certain of the Guardians 
the ground that the College was really a 
Union. 

Mrs. H. D. Williams did not think Nurs: 
liams would be able to do all the work in h 
spare time. Mr. W. Dewitt observed that Miss 
Williams was a paid official of the Guardians, and 
he did not see that she could act fairly as secré 
tary to the Centre and also ‘‘ boss ”’ of the nurses 
He was also of opinion that the appointment 
would eventually involve a demand for time of 
for doing the secretarial work. 

Mr. W. G. Rees did not believe in an offi 
Trade Unionism sitting at committees, and 
pointed out that Miss Williams would have to put 
forward the cases of nurses applying for increases 
of salary. 

Mr. James, however, thought the committee 
should let Miss Williams do as she pleased. No 
action was taken in the matter. 


TRAINED WORKHOUSE MATRONS. 


As we have already stated, the Ministry of 
Health has taken a firm attitude with regard to 
the appointment of matron at the Festiniog Union 
Workhouse An inspector from the Ministry 
attended last week’s meeting of the Board and 
explained that the Department would not sanc- 
tion the appointment of the lady selected by the 
Board because she was not a fully trained nurse 
who was essential to a poor law institution. 4 
guardian pointed out that the lady held the 
C.M.B. certificate; the inspector, however. said 
the Department insisted upon a_ fully trained 
nurse. One of the guardians, Mrs. Casson, de 
elared that to enforce such rigid rules in such 4 
small institution was ridiculous; what they wanted 
was a person who would be kind and sympathetic 
to the poor inmates. It was decided to a the 
two Members of Parliament for Carnarvonshire 


tou 
Ban 


agre, 
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lerionethshire to interview the Ministry on 
uestion, and a member gave notice of a 
n that the Board should resign if the ap- 
ent was not confirmed. We hope the 
ry will remain firm as to the necessity for a 
| nurse where there are sick people. 


THAT EARLY WASH. 


MENT was roused recently by the disclosure 
me infirmary patients were washed at 
m. There is no justification for such a 
: if it is necessary it shows that the nursing 
insufficient. Even the washing at 4 and 
still done at some of the best hospitals 
ardship which ought to be removed; there 
vo remedies, one is to ask the doctors to 
their visits later, the other to put on extra 
to do the morning work. Six o’clock is 
arly enough to rouse patients. 


DISTRICT NURSING OF INSURED PERSONS. 
\y a meeting of the executive of the Central 
Council for District Nursing last week the problem 
vision of adequate district nursing for in- 
persons was very fully considered. The 
and demerits of alternative methods of con- 
ion by approved societies under the powers 
have by Section 21 of the Insurance Act or 
surplus funds by scheme were discussed. 
ethod of contribution from the societies by 
f a subvention based on the number of 
rs in the society appeared to be preferred 
scheme for requiring payment either by the 
r or through the society in respect of the 
r of visits paid. Tt was finally resolved that 
r be sent to the approved societies having 
ers in London, informing them that the 
.| Council is in a position to arrange for an 
ite district nursing service for all insured 
s resident in London, and inviting them to 
a contribution from their funds to the Cen- 

yuncil. 


DISTRICT NURSES AND FEES. 
HOULD nurses collect fees? ’’ This topic was 
ed upon at the annual meeting of the 
r District Nursing Institute recently. We 
with Mrs. Breese, wife of Major Breese, 
for Carnarvonshire, who said she was utterly 
ed to any system whereby nurses collected 
ecause it at once removed the cordial feel- 
hich at present prevailed. Thirty years ago 

ould have looked with abhorrence upon any 
n of fees, but as the rich had become poor 
he poor rich, fees were necessary; still, the 
must not be expected to collect them, 
t perhaps the midwifery fee. The mid- 
fees in that county ranged from 15s. to 


Mayor of Bangor (Dr. J. E. Thomas) de- 
¢ | it would be a sad day if the nurse, in 
addi‘ion to doing her own work, was expected to 


collect fees. At present she was a, most welcome 
r to houses, but if she had to collect fees 
ould be as unwelcome as the rate collector. 





SEVENTY AND HOMELESS. 

| SEPTUAGENARIAN’’ writes to the Church 
Times (in which some correspondence on nursing 
has been appearing) :—‘* 'To those who have made 
it @ real service and regarded it as a ‘ noble pro- 
fession,’ not a mere means of livelihood, it comes 
as a& hardship that no provision is made for their 
old age. There are homes for lady governesses, | 
know, but I can find none for aged nurses; I 
mean, say, three cosy rooms where retired 
matrons or nurses could live free from care, where 
they could breathe out their last in the quietude 
of their own rooms; three rooms, which would be 
in deed as well as name a home. Veteran matrons 
like myself have tried to save for our old age, but 
in these days of high rents and living it is im- 
possible for many of us to live at all in anything 
like moderate comfort. There are homes for 
nurses, but none for those over seventy years of 
age. What, therefore, is to become of us when 
one reads time after time in rules and regulations, 
‘ None over seventy need apply’? Neither reli- 
gion nor science has yet provided us with a lethal 
chamber, and we have to live on. We have spent 
our lives trying to care for others in sickness and 
suffering; will no one care for us? The Cavell 
Homes are homes of rest for working nurses; but 
what is wanted is some permanent home at a 
moderate charge where we can end our days in 
peace. Is there, I ask again, no one who cares 
for us as we have cared for others? We want a 
home, not a hospital ward.”’ 

This is indeed a sad plea. There are the King 
Edward Homes, but they give only one room, and 
are, we believe, full. When shall we have the 
Homes at Brighton for which the late Sir John 
Howard left a large bequest? Perhaps the 
Nation’s Fund would consider the matter. 


NURSING EXHIBITION. 

PREPARATIONS for the Nursing Conference and 
Exhibition are progressing rapidly. The Exhibi- 
tion will be held in the Horticultural Hall, Vin- 
cent Square, London, 8.W., May 17th to 20th 
(12 to 9 daily), and the Conference May 18th to 
20th (three sessions daily). Tickets will be sent 
to all nurses and midwives who apply (enclosing 
stamped envelope) to the Secretary, 22 Gt. Port- 
land Street, London, W.1. 


THE VALUE OF THE CONFERENCE. 


AN instance of the value of the Annual Nursing 
Conference is to be found in the experience of the 
small hospitals. Last year Miss Ind, the energetic 
matron of Stratford Hospital, read a paper on the 
difficulty of small hospitals in obtaining proba- 
tioners, and a resolution was passed. This was 
sent to a large number of small hospitals, who 
joined in urging the General Nursing Council to 
give more recognition of the training in small 
centres. The College of Nursing then arranged a 
deputation of small hospital representatives to 
meet the College matrons on the G.N.C., and the 
position was put before them. Two affiliation 
schemes have been sent up to the Council for con- 
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sideration. The paper at the Conference thus 
roused a great deal of interest, and through it the 
small hospitals were able to convince the Minis- 
try of Health and the General Nursing Council of 
the necessity of help in obtaining probationers. 


THE T.N.A. OF INDIA, 


Ir has been decided, in order to attain the 
modern standard of efficiency and progress, that 
the Association of Nursing Superintendents of 
India and the Association of Trained Nurses of 
India shall be amalgamated and known hence- 
forth as the T'raimed Nurses’ Association of India, 
with a trained nurse as whole-time secretary, that 
lady also to be the Editor of the Nursing Journal 
of India. Her office will be at Delhi and im the 
hot weather probably at Simla. It is estimated 
that 100,000 rupees will be required to establish 
the Association and its journal on a sound finan- 
cial basis. The question of State Registration is 
by no means a simple one in India, where there 
are European, Anglo-Indian, and Indian nurses to 
be considered, where many different races, creeds, 
and castes are concerned, and where conditions 
vary in every province. Schemes which may be 
described as ‘‘ provincial ’’ have been suggested, 
each to be applicable to local needs and all co- 
ordinated by certain broad rules relating to train- 
ing and education, certificates, registration, and 
rates of pay. It has been decided to seek provin- 
cial registration with national standardisation of 
pay, controlled by a central office, and the Direc- 
tor-General. of the Indian Medical Service has 
been approached in the matter. The dearth of 
probationers, it is said, stands in the way of an 
eight-hour day in the majority of the Indian 
training schools. Co-operative residential centres 
for nurses in large cities and towns have been sug- 
gested as a means of enabling doctors and the 
public to know where trained nurses may be 
found. 

THE NATION’S FUND. 

WE publish in this issue another long letter from 
Mr. Brook, in which he makes slashing criticism 
of the Nation’s Fund. We leave our readers to 
judge for themselves. There is no doubt that the 
Fund, like other bodies, may have made mistakes; 
and it is true that its friends, the Daily Telegraph 
and others, may sometimes have been more eager 
than discreet. But we know that the Fund has 
done an immense amount of good, and the nursing 
representatives on its Committee—Dame Sidney 
Browne, Dame Sarah Swift, Miss Gibson, Miss 
Hogg and Miss Montgomery—command absolute 
trust. The College of Nursing reply to Mr. 
Brook—short and final—will be found at the end 
of the letter. 


MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY. 


It is hoped to hold a re-union of M.R.I. nurses 
on Wednesday, June 1. Miss M. E. Sparshott, 
lady superintendent of nurses, will be glad if any 
former nurses who are out of touch will let her 
have their addresses so that an invitation may be 
sent to them. 


EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
April 27th, 192 
HE coal strike still continues, and distress 
unemployment are increasing daily. The « 
stocks in the country are dwindling, and the Gov 
ment are urging more drastic economy measures. 


owners made another offer to the miners, but the la‘: 


rejected it as being too vague. The owners have 
brought forward a further revised wages scak 
conference between the miners and owners opene 
Monday to discuss the proposals. 


The National Union of Railwaymen and the T: 
port Workers have instructed their members not 
move coal stocks from collieries or railway sid 
pending a settlement of the dispute. 


A reduction of wages in the shipbuilding indu 
has been agreed to by the men. 


Window slashing with a diamond or glass c 
is the latest form of outrage carried out in Lor 
and other towns. Over 1,000 windows have 
slashed in London alone. In some cases acid and | 
have been dropped into letter-boxes. 


In the new Budget presented to the House of ‘ 
mons on Monday there is no change in direct tax 


The Under-Secretary to the Home Office, in an 
to a question, said that Bolshevik propaganda in 
country took three forms :—(1) Payment of salari 
Communist officials; (2) subsidies to the extr 


I. 


Press; and (3) free distribution of revolutionary liter: 


ture. He could not state the exact amount exper 
but a Bolshevik agent had said it was over £23, 
month. 

teplying to the Bishops who forwarded him a 
on the Irish situation, Mr. Lloyd George says tha 
ventures to believe that when the history of the 
nine months in Ireland comes to be written, and 
authentic acts of misconduct can be disentangled 
the vastly greater mass of reckless and lying ac: 
tions, the general record of patience and forbear 
of the sorely tried police, auxiliaries, and the ordir 
constabulary will command the admiration of poster 
He is amazed that a body of responsible men sl 
state publicly that Sinn Fein has some kind of jus 
cation for murdering innocent men in cold blood 
cause its extravagant political ideals have heen der 
He urges those who are responsible for the guida 
of the Christian conscience not to obscure the n 
issues involved. 

There have been many more Trish murders 
outrages. A goods train of 41 trucks laden with 1 
chandise was set on fire and destroyed by §& 
Feiners. 

The Reparations Commission asked the Reichsban! 
Berlin to transfer its gold stocks to its branches 
Coblenz or Cologne, but Berlin refused. 

Germany made an offer to rebuild devastated area 
Northern France and Belgium by German labour 
with German material. 

M. Briand and Mr. Lloyd George met at Sir Ph 
Sassoon’s at Lympne during the week-end, to | 
over united plans if Germany refuses to pay up 
May Ist. 

Germany asked the U.S. to mediate between her 
the Allies on the reparations, but President Hard 
refused. 

The Russians who are returning to Russia fr 
America are being despoiled of their possessions by t 
Soviet Government. 

Trotsky, in an address at Moscow, said _ that 
Soviet munition factories had increased their ov 
put fourfold in 1920, and that they would be able 
an early date to take the offensive in the East ar 
against Poland. 
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VACCINES! 
By E. H. Eastwoop, M.B., Cu.B., Pathologist to the Royal Southern Hospital, Liverpool. 


S the raw material of vaecine in nearly 
Aaa instance consists of bacteria, I think 
vould be advisable to commence this lecture 

h a few remarks about these curious forms of 


‘rior to about sixty years ago, minute, rod- 
ped and globular bodies had been noted in 
nenting material by many observers under the 
hest powers of the microscope, but nobody 
considered that these bodies had any real 
nificance, or that they played any part in the 
cess by which an organic fluid, such as the 
inary ‘“‘ stock ’’ found in any kitchen, went 
or putrefied. The theory of that period was 
the whole process was a spontaneous one 
nating in the fluid itself, which had the power 
roducing low forms of life,as its constituents 
upted and broke down. 
was left to the brilliant reasoning and ex- 
mental work of a French professor of chemis- 
in an obscure provincial town to demonstrate 
real underlying principles of fermentation, 
immediately following this, the principles of 
much larger and more directly important sub- 
that of the cause and spread of infectious 
ases. Pasteur, after a series of very inter- 
ng and brilliant experiments, finally gave the 
th-blow to the theory of spontaneous genera- 
by an experiment performed in Paris before 
ithering of the most distinguished scientists 
he time, which it is worth while describing 


le took two tubes of putrescible material, one 
vhich was wide open to the air and the other 
the neck drawn out to a fine capillary tube 


the end slightly bent over. He then boiled 
fluid in both tubes and stood them upright, 
ing them for several days. The result of the 
eriment was that the tube wide open to the 
putrefied in the course of a day or two. The 
‘+, whieh was also open to the air, but only 
. minute orifice, remained perfectly fresh and 
et for an indefinite period. ‘* Now,’’ said 
:teur, “ both tubes are under exactly the same 
ditions; the air can circulate freely in both, 
t in one the dust, everywhere present in the 
iosphere, can fall into the fluid; in the other, 
ng to the bent end and minute opening, dust 
not reach the fluid. Therefore the cause of 
trefaction is not in the fluid, but is in small 
rticles of dust falling into it from without.’’ 
llowing his work on fermentation he turned his 
tention to the cause of anthrax, which was the 
urge of the farmers at that time in France. 
demonstrated that the cause of this disease 
is a small rod-shaped organism found in the 
od of animals dead of the disease, and he 
icceeded im growing this organism and passing 
the disease to other animals by inoculating 
tem with cultures: of it. 


Lecture delivered before the Liverpool Centre of the 
lege of Nursing, March 16th, 1921. 





Of course a great many people refused to accept 
Pasteur’s theories of the part played by microbes 
in disease, and an interesting story is told of how 
he attended a meeting of the Académie de Méde- 
cine where the subject of discussion was puerperal 
fever. One old physician proceeded to enumerate 
the supposed causes accepted at that time—e.g., 
bad ventilation, wrong feeding, ete.—when Pas- 
teur rose from his seat and said: ‘‘ Puerperal 
fever is not caused by any of these things. It 
is caused by an organism which is carried from 
patient to patient by the hands of the doctors 
attending them.’’ The chairman, who did not 
like medical men being criticised by a mere 
chemist, said that no doubt M. Pasteur was 
correct, but he thought it would be a long time 
before this organism was discovered. Pasteur 
walked up to the blackboard, drew a chain of 
dots (the streptococcus, now accepted as the 
organism of puerperal fever), and said: ‘‘ There, 
that is what it is like! ’’ 


Wrat ARE Bacteria ? 


Having touched on the historical side of bac- 
teria we now come to the question as to what 
they are. Bacteria are minute vegetable organ- 
isms, so small—their size is as a rule less than 
stoy Of an inch in one direction—that one could 
place 250 of them side by side, without over- 
lapping, on the edge of a stout sheet of paper. 

One of their properties is extremely rapid re- 
production. A single microbe in a _ suitable 
medium will become two in about half an hour; 
and if we work this out we find that in twelve 
hours, starting from one, we get the astonishing 
number of 16,777,216, and in twenty-four hours 
the progeny of a single bacterium will be theoretic- 
ally 16,777,216 x 16,777,216. 

Most bacteria can be divided into two big 
classes: the cocci, which are globular in shape 
and are usually found collected either in clumps 
(Staphylococci, found in boils, abscesses, etc.); 
in strings (Streptococci, found in acute. infection 
such as whitlow, acute appendicitis, puerperal 
fever, etc.); or pairs (Meningococcus, the cause 
of ‘* spotted fever,’’ and the genococcus, the cause 
of gonorrhea), and the second class, the bacilli 
the type of which is the Bacillus coli, which is 
found naturally in the intestine and which in its 
normal surroundings is harmless. 


IMMUNITY. 


We now come to the question of immunity, 
which means the power of resistance in an in- 
dividual to disease. It is quite obvious to every- 
body that some people are much more susceptible 
to infectious diseases than others. Fortunately 
for us, doctors and nurses seem to be very in- 
susceptible—i.e., they have a high degree of 
immunity to these infectious diseases. We find 
that in an epidemic of measles some children in 
families of which every member is exposed to 
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exactly the same conditions, and so have equal 
chances of catching the will catch 
measles and others will not. Of those who catch 
it, some will get better and others will die. The 
same thing applies to all infectious diseases— 
‘one will be taken, the other left ’’—showing 
that individuals inherit the power of resistance to 
disease in very different degrees. 

We find, that some races are more sus- 
ceptible to certain diseases than others: coloured 
races, such as Indians, are very much more sus- 
ceptible to plague, cholera, etc., than white 
people living in similar conditions. Red-haired 
people are said to be more susceptible to tuber- 
culosis, Jews to diabetes, and so on. An inter- 
esting point about immunity is that if a new 
introduced among a race which has 
previously been quite free from it, that disease 
is likely to attack them in a very virulent man- 
ner. When syphilis was first introduced into 
Europe (Columbus’ sailors are said to have been 
responsible) it occurred as a far more virulent and 
fatal type than is ever seen nowadays, and, to 
come to a more recent example, when measles 
first visited the South Sea Islands last century, 
an appalling epidemic broke out and decimated 
the population. 

We find that immunity has extraordinary varia- 
tions among different species of animals. There 
called chicken cholera which in warm 
countries attacks the poultry, and will completely 
wipe out all the chickens in the run infected. 
If we inoculate the bacterium (which is a small 
bacillus) found in the blood of these chickens into 
a guinea pig, the guinea pig never turns a hair. 
If on the other hand we inject a small dose of 
the bacillus into a rabbit, in about six hours the 
rabbit will be dead. The bacillus of tubercle 
inoculated into a rabbit will probably have no 
effect. but a guinea pig will die of tuberculosis 
every time. And so we see that throughout the 
animal kingdom the power of resistance to disease 
varies in individuals, in different races, and in 
different species. 

There is still another type of immunity which 
is called acquired immunity. From time im- 
memorial it has been noted that individuals rarely 
get two attacks of infectious diseases such as 
scarlet fever, diphtheria, etc., the first attack 
having enormously increased their resistance to 
the particular disease. Nurses starting their train- 
ing in a fever hospital are much more liable to 
get an attack of scarlet fever, etc., in their first 
fortnight in the wards than after having nursed 
fever patients for several months. It is a com- 
mon experience for a nurse to get a sore throat 
in her first week in a fever ward, and ‘t is an 
interesting speculation to make as to whether this 
sore throat is merely a process of mild immunisa- 
Many other examples of acquired immunity 
in our thoughts. 


disease, 


TOO, 


disease is 


is a disease 


tion 
at once rise 
To be continued.) 








intends to apply by-laws to prevent over- 
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SIR GEORGE H. MAKINS’S 
ADVICE 


DDRESSING the prize-winning nurses 

St. Mary (Islington) Infirmary, Sir Geor 
Makins said that for half a century he had b: 
in close association with nurses. Those bef 
him were entering a profession of great dignit 
with heavy demands on their industry, needir 
broad and wide sympathies. It was natural i 
women to nurse the sick; but professional nursi: 
had its origin’in the last 50 or 60 years. Ti 
pioneers of nursing had very lofty ideals; th 
were no training schools in those days, and h 
hoped that with the increased advantages of train 
ing they would preserve the original ideals. D 
cipline was of great importance, for as they had 
to exercise authority it was necessary that th: 
should discipline themselves. In future days th: 
would have to enter homes where they would 
in authority, calling for great delicacy on th 
part. If their authority was abused it would by 
source of great worry! 

They could not gain too much knowled 
When their training was finished they had a g 
feundation, but they must continue to impr’ 
their knowledge. They should read the medi 
jcurnals and attend lectures. When they w 
out into the world they would find different sch: 
of nursing among medical men, and they must 
adaptable. 

Reading was not everything, practice was es 
tial. He advised them to keep a journal, not 
mere details, but to note what they had see1 
regards symptoms and to cultivate the faculty 
observation. The nurse had great opportunif 
for observation, and minute observation was v‘ 
important 

The nurse often had the best opportunity 
judging the true condition of the patient, who wv 
often very different when alone from what he w 
when the doctor or friends were present. The « 
nurses before the days of high training were v 
observant, and many were most efficient. It w 
the fashion to depict all nurses of 50 years ag: 
Mrs. Gamps, and he resented it. 

They should discuss cases with each other, b 
not patients beyond the sick room. There w 
three things they should do: read, write dow 
and discuss. Among the characteristics of a g 
nurse he put first of all obedience and accuracy 
carrying out the directions given to her; it was t! 
one thing which the medical man appreciat 
more highly than any other. A nurse ought n 
to vary the direction given unless she had an 
portunity of discussing the matter with the pers 
responsible for the patient. Another importa! 
virtue was foresight, thinking of eventualities an’! 
being ready for emergencies.. The nurse who ha 
all ready for a small operation was the mo 
useful. Economy was very important, and | 
asked them not to rush and telephone for £ 
worth of materials. Another faculty which 
nurse should cultivate was improvisation of slings 
bandages, splints, and-so-on. The hot water 
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tle was one of the greatest of boons, but it was 
terror of the surgeon and the nightmare of the 
se, for if forgotten after an operation it might 

serious burns to the body. 
yurtesy and good manners were of very great 
ortance, for the nurse entered the inmost 
icy of the home, and an odd word might place 
impression on a patient not easily effaced. 
v should not be too familiar with the patient, 
they should avoid talking shop. 

[hey must be optimists; always look on the 
ht side of things, and never cast down the 

tient. 

[hey should not be in too great a hurry to take 
pecial work, which narrowed the outlook, and 
specialise too early, but keep to broad general 
sing 
fter referring to trades unions for nurses, Sir 

Makins said there were bodies which 
could join which did all that trades unions 
d to do, such as the College of Nursing. In 
direction they should look for co-operative 
n. They were entering on a profession of 
lignitv and one of importance to the com- 
[t was a profession in which hard work 
ensured a certain degree of success: as 
success as people would look for in any 
illing. It had its rewards in its friendships 
| the gained affection of the patients. He was 
that on going out into the world they would 
iate the responsibility which they were 
ing, and they would do their best to en 
the reputation of their school and uphold 
dignity of the profession. The most gratifvy- 
lement of success was the feeling that you 
lone vour best to attain it. 








THE QUIET HOUR 


REGRETS. 
Have we not all amid life’s petty strife 
Some pure ideal of a nobie life 
[hat once seemed possible? Did we not hear 
The flutter of its wings, and feel it near? It was! 
And yet 
We lost it in this daily jar and fret, 
And now live idle in a vain regret. 
sut still our place is kept, and it will wait 
Ready for us to fill it, soon or late: 
No star is ever lost we once have seen— 
We always may be what we might have been, 
Since Good, though only thought, has life and 
breath— 

God’s life—can always be redeemed from death: 
And Evil, in its nature, is decay, 
And any hour can blot it all away! 
The hopes that lost in some far distance seem 
May be the truer life, and this the dream.” 

A. A. Procter. 


I HAVE quoted rather a long extract from the 
‘ Legend of Provence,’’ because it says so 
nuch better what I should like to convey to those 
who are always regretting the lost opportunities 
f their lives. Most of my readers know Miss 
Procter’s beautiful story of the girl who left the 
shelter of the Convent for a life of sin, and came 
back in loving repentance to the old home, to find 
that her place had been kept for her all the time 


she had heen away, and her duties done by an 
3 4 





angel visitant who had impersonated the lost 
Angela, and had vanished when the real worker 
came back to take on her work. And nobody there 
knew she had been away, till when she was 
dying, she revealed to the wondering sisters the 
whole story; and then comes the little ‘‘ moral ”’ 
from which the quotation is taken 

We all need this beautiful lesson, but some 
more than others. We, as nurses, must some- 
times have noticed that when illness and sickness 
come, and people think they are going to die, 
they feel remorse and regret for what ‘‘ might 
have been ’’ but can never come again; and it is 
curious that the ones who so lament the wasted 
time and the neglected duties are those who seem 
to have led the most active and devoted lives, and 
have befriended and helped many of their fellows. 
\nd yet perhaps it is not really curious. Those 
who have the most exalted ideals and _ highest 
aspiratic ns, ideals to which they never attain, 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness that is 
seldom satisfied in this life, are certainly those 
who do the most, and love the most. They think 
they could have done so much more, but thosée 
who have received the kindnesses which have 
been so ungrudgingly given, or have benefited by 
the labour of a true, earnest soul, have marvelled 
that he or she found time and opportunity to do 
so much. Truly for some, the hopes that seemed 
lest were really the ‘‘ truer life,’’ and the regrets 
only the dream. 

And even for those of us who have really lost 
many opportunities, who have to regret many 
impatient words, thoughtless and unsympathetic 
deeds, time wasted on ourselves that should 
have been spent for others—even for those the 
little story has its message. We may indeed 
never have the chance again of cheering up that 
particular patient, or of undoing that selfish act 
that brought so much mischief in its train and has 
left a life-long regret; but while we live, we shall 
alwavs have chances of being kind and unselfish 
to others, end of trying to attain to the old ideals. 
Nothing is more foolish than to let the old regrets 
mar the present—they should only help us to 
keep clear of the pitfalls that are round us now 
and ever will be as long as we are here. Experi- 
ence of the past should be a real help, and not a 
hindrance, as so many of us (alas!) make it. 


she 


“Make not my spirit within me burn 
For the scenes and the hours that may ne’er return! 
Call ont from the future thy vision bright 
From the world o’er the grave take they solemn 
light 
And oh! with the loved, whom no more I see 
Show me my home, as it yet may be!” 


Epita FB. G. May. 





THe National League for Health, Maternity, and Child 
Welfare reports a year of active work. The information 
bureau has answered endless enquiries. The Babies’ 
Hotel (Glebe Place, Church Street, Stoke Newington) has 
provided a home for twenty children at a cost of £2 14s. 
a week each. The convalescent home for mothers and 
babies (15 Brent Road, Shooter’s Hill) is always full. 
The Toddlers’ Holiday Home has been moved to the 
Marjorie Lumley Home at Maidenhead. 
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SCOTTISH NOTES 
Heir ror Disastep NURSES. 
S we have more than once announced, there is 
A “officers Friend’ at the offices of the Ministry 
Pensions in Scotland, who is always glad to help nu 
by war service with advice and informat 
deposed Lt.-Col. J. S. Macleod, D.S.O., the ‘Officers’ Fri 
expressed to our representative his surprise that so 
applications for assistance had come to him from nu 
and added his personal- opinion that there must b: 
great many more who could put forward legitir 
claims, and his anxiety that they should all know he 
there to help them. He is prepared to advise nurses 
have worked with the Imperial Naval, Military o1 
Forces with regard to training, treatment, how to ; 
for pensions, or with regard to emigration. There 
be many nurses suffering in silence disabilities contra: 
during service, and the “ Officers’ Friend” would ren 
them that the Ministry of Pensions is ready and wi 
to render assistance Lt.-Col. Macleod is to be found 
the Ministry of Pensions offices, 122 George Street, FE 
burgh, and, every Wednesday, at the Adelphi H 
Dunlop Street, Glasgow. 
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standard of nursing in Austria is 
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HeattuH Visrrors’ ASSOCIATION. 


[HE second conference of the Scottish National Ass 
tion of Health Visitors, Women Sanitary Inspectors 
School Nurses will be held in the City Chambers, | 
fermline, on Saturday, May 21st. The chair will be t 
by Lady Leshe Mackenzie, the Society's President 
speakers will include : Dr. Alister Mackenzie (Princip 
the C Hygiene and Physical Culture, Dunf 
line Dr. Lewis Cruikshank (M.O. of the Scottish B 
PALACE OF KLESSHEIM. of Heaith); Dr. Catherine Clark (Assistant M.O.. 
burgh Education Authority), and Dr. A. E. Kidd (S 
M.0., Dundee Education Authority). Arrangements 
been made for visiting Dunfermline Abbey. the Car 
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Notes on Diseases treated by Medical Gymnastics 


and Massage. sy Dr. J. Arvedson. Arveds 
Institute, Stockholm. Translated 
Mina L. Dobbie, M.D., Medical Ott 
College of Physical Education. (M¢ 
Marlborough Street, Lon 


showed continued 
I been formed 
th the } (symnastic 
edited by 
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branches 





Great 
net 


(hurchill, 7, 
Price 8s. 6d 
lyn. ARveEDSON’s book has been the standard wor! 
the subject for twenty years, and has recently 
g brought up to date. Until this translation there has 
> mal the kind available for students of med 
the g and it will be much appreciated by tl 
the [he masseuse is seldom given many instructions when 
to undertake a case of, e.g., arthritis, and it will be 
the very her to be able to 
up here the morbid changes and probable causes, sy! 
toms, and prognosis with the appropriate manipulat 
treatment. The author previously translated Dr. Kle« 
““Massage and Medical Gymnastics,’’ to which she refé 
her readers for the actual exercises. 


or the 

Napier Bur 
Miss Lena Ashwel 
ilue of voluntary 
Medicine 


the tr 


iding sir 
spoke 


rood 


} and 

of the communit) and surger\ nothing of 

strides, but does ymnastics, 

door, and the I.( 

nd getting lone I’ ig that experience 

so that each child 

may become as strong and well as is possible and a useful 
citizen. One speaker remarked that with so much know 

ledge the time had surely come when there should not be 
any cripples, and that it would be far better to ‘‘ Prepare 

and prevent than to repent and repair.” In response 

to a special appeal by Miss Lena Ashwell, a lady present Dr. Dobbie is to be thanked for her really useful cor 
promised £40 for the coming year’s telephone payment, | tribution to the treatment of many affections; the bi 
and £142 10s. was collected for the funds of the | should prove useful to medical practitioners as well as 


Association. workers on physical lines. 
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YA OSTING but little more than it did two years 
, 5 ago, Tootal Piqué offers all its old charm of quality 


and long-lasting freshness. It is unrivalled alike 





in value and in wear, and specially commends 
itself to those who must needs be always meticu- 
lously clean and cheerful in appearance. 





SOUND VALUE Ww rite for the patterns and select your design or color 


= at le isut ioe Name 4 uWays on Selvedg Te é ook Jor il. 
6/3 THE IMPERSONATION OF QUALITY. 


yard, double width E A 

is inches). White FREE PAT ERNS 
| guaranteed indelible : 
lors. At Drapers Send ——— for patterns to-day to Tcotal 
Dept. B21, 32, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 . 











iNurst Lee Comnany Limited, Manchester, Manufacturers of Tobra Tarantulle, Tootal I lootal Shirtis for men 
and women, Namrit-the ind xe, Pyramid and Lova Handkerchiefs, and Clot 



































A BOON TO MOTHERS AND NURSES 


“King's Patent Cooked Oatmeal.” 


This Finest Scotch OatMEAt is invaluable in Confinement Cases, making a Cup of 
delicious gruel with One Minute’s Botling, and saving much time and trouble. 

It is thoroughly Cooked by a patent process which, whilst preserving its most 
nutritious properties, eliminates the too heating qualities contained in ordinary Groats 
or Oatmeal. 

As a Diet for growing Children, Ladies and Invalids, it is unsurpassed, being a sure 
remedy for Constipation. 

Recommended largely by the most eminent Medical Men, and prescribed for daily 
use in many of the leading Maternity Hospitals. 





Prepared under the personal supervision of a Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians. 


in 1Ib., 2ib. and 7 Ib. Tins. 


SAMPLE SENT FREE ON APPLICATION. 


GEORGE KING & Co., The Oatmeal People, 


Albion Food Mills, Sycamore Street, LONDON, E.C.1. 
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Perfect Provision for Baby 


HE nursery is of the greatest 

importance as a centre of 

domestic affection and of 

national expectation; in it lie 
the hopes of the parents and the 
hopes of the country. Al babies 
make A] adults, and so, too, with 
well-directed care, do dozens of 
youngsters of a lower category. 
Father and mother wish to see their 
infants sturdy of limb and bright of 
eye, with rosy cheeks and healthy 
bodies. The nation also needs 
such children, and the most careful 


medical science is wisely devoted to 
the nursery. Boots 7’e Chemists 
have given special thought and 
scientific attention to infant welfare, 
with a desire of seconding the efforts 
of the medical profession, to ensure 
the health of the people by proper 
care in childhood. 


They provide all nursery requisites 
so thoroughly reliable that their ser- 
vice has earned the nurse's respect, 
the doctor's commendation and the 
mother’s gratitude. 


FOR ALL NURSERY, BATH & TOILET REQUISITES 


Over 600 Branches 
throughout the 


BOOTS PURE DRUG COMPARY LIMITED. 
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G.N.C. FOR SCOTLAND 
meeting of the General Nursing Council for Scot- 
held at 13 Melville Street, Edinburgh, on Wed- 










nesda ist, the Registrar submitted a letter dated 
Apri h, from the Scottish Board of Health, informing 
the Council that the Board had appointed Miss N. M. 
Fraser, Matron of Gray’s Hospital, Elgin, in room of 
Miss Janet Melrose, resigned; it was intimated that Miss 
Frasé id accepted the appointment. 






The draft syllabus prepared by the syllabus committee 
dered, and remitted to the committee. The draft 








was | 
rules for existing nurses, etc., were again considered, and 
appr subject to certain minor alterations. 

The Council considered the question of jurisdiction, and 
it was felt most desirable that an understanding should 





be come to with the General Nursing Council for England 


and Wales in regard to this matter. Dr. Fraser, Convener 
of the rules committee, reported the result of the meetin 

which he and the Registrar had with the Scottish Board 
of Health, and after discussion it was arranged that Miss 
Milnes, the vice-chairman of the Council, should attend the 


meeting in London on 21st inst., with the representatives 
English and Irish Nursing Councils. 
On the report of the education and examination com- 


mittee, the position of nurses now commencing training 
was considered, and it was resolved that up to April Ist, 
1924 applicant who had passed the first part of the 
examination of any existing examining body should be 
exempted from passing the first or intermediate examina- 
tion provided by the Council’s draft rules in regard to 
future nurses 








THE G.N.C. AND SPOON-FEEDING 
W f quote from the Poor Law Officers’ Journal :—‘‘ The 


‘eneral Nursing Council is a young body, and its 
porate experience is as short as its corporate existence. 
It is fortunate, very fortunate, in having as its chairman 


Mr. J. C. Priestley, K.C. For it is very evident that in 
its days it needs a man well versed in public pro 
ced o guide its deliberations. Mr. Priestley has quali- 
fic for a position like this such as few other leaders 
of the Bar possess. . . . It has becomeclear that there are 
at t two divergent views amongst the members on some 
important questions of policy. Not that this is a bad 
thir Healthy differences make for progress, and argue 
an earnest effort to look realities in the face, from which- 
ever angle the individual may approach them. The differ- 
ences of view that are apparent in the Nursing Council 
are a healthy sign, and will do no harm as long as they 
can be threshed out publicly, so that the wider interests 
that are concerned may have clear ideas on the subject. 
gut for some time there has been evident a disposition 
to with these matters behind closed doors... . 
This secretive tendency appears to be thriving! In the 
Registrar’s notice calling the conference on April 28th 
it tated that it “‘will be private and not open to the 
Press, but as soon as possible after the meeting an official 
communication will be issued to the Press for publica- 
tior 


there are the strongest possible objections to 

this policy. Why should the conference be private? It is 
ng with public matters of great importance to the 
community. hy should public authorities, who are as 
much interested on these proceedings as the Council itself, 
have to depend for their information as to what took place 
on an ‘official communication’? This spoon-feeding 
policy is not a wise one. It was necessary during the 
war, but since the Armistice it has extended through 
every Government Department. In the particular case in 
question there is every reason why the Boards of 
Guardians should be supplied with an independent and 
impartial account of what takes place. The only official 
account that could be accepted as independent would be 
a verbatim report, with nothing omitted. But such a 
rt is not likely in this case, and the Guardians will 

to be content with what the official mind considers 

wise to tell the world outside. The Press also has some 
status in this matter, and the Council has an altogether 
mistaken view of the position and duty of the Press in 
questions of this sort. It will be easy enough for the 











Press to give a report of any public gathering, whether, 
for any reason, it is labelled ‘ Private’ or not. But the 
Press should not be placed in this position, more especially 
as the Council is the first to invoke its assistance in other 


matters. 
® - . . 3 . 


“The fact that there prevails a feeling that there may 
be an attempt to put the qualifications of the nurse on a 
standard higher than is either called for or will succeed, 
should be the strongest reason against closing the doors at 
next week’s conference. For an adequate judgment on the 
part of the interests involved—much wider than the 
Nursing Council—an open and candid discussion and ex- 
pression of views is necessary ; if this is not granted, we 
are not sure we are not with those who hold that the con 
ference will have been held in vain.” 

[It is true that hitherto proper facilities have not been 
given to the Press by the G.N.C. This, however, is likely 
to be remedied, and meantime we are glad to note that 
it has at the last moment been decided to admit reporters . 
to the Conference.—Ep. N.T.] 





““That the medical members 
of the House of Commons express a cordial apprecia- 
tion of the services of the Right Hon. Christopher Addi- 
son, M.P., as Minister of Health, and congratulate him 
on the excellent work he has done in the face of many 
difficulties. They wish to place on record their admiration 
for his zeal and devotion to duty, and his untiring work in 
the interests of public health.”’ 


NOTES FROM LONDON HOSPITALS 


HE South London Hospital for Women, Claphan 

Common, 8.W., has received from the women of the 
London telephone service a further gift of £500, surplus 
proceeds of a bazaar, bringing their contributions up to 
£2,500. - 

For a penny a week the nurses at the Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson Hospital have the use of a small library or- 
ganised by Miss Beatrice Harraden, who worked so de- 
votedly in the library which she, with Miss Elizabeth 
Robins, founded at Endell Street Military Hospital. 


EDICAL Members of Parliament have passed the 
following resolution 








On May 5th Theydon Towers, the convalescent home 
attached to Queen Mary’s Hospital for the East End, will 
be opened by Princess Mary. The home, formerly a large 
private residence, is situated in the midst of beautiful 
grounds about a mile from Epping station. It will accom- 
modate some thirty children. 








A’ QUESTION arose at a recent inquest about the refusal 
of a nurse at the Redhill Infirmary to give an old patient 
a bed-bottle. A stepson stated that the man was in 
pain, and the nurse refused the bottle because it was 
visiting day. The nurse, while admitting that it was 
wrong to keep the old man waiting for an hour and a 
half, said it was against the rule to use the bottle when 
visitors were present. It is difficult to comment on this 
case without knowing the circumstances; such a rule is 
general in hospitals, but is, of course, relaxed in cases 
of necessity. If the case is urgent a screen can always 
be placed round the bed. 

Tue provisional figures of births registered during the 
first quarter of 1921 show a decline of over 61,000 from 
the record of the corresponding period of last year. Ex- 
cluding the war years, the births are the fewest recorded 
in the first quarter of any year since 1872. The infant 
mortality was 101 per 1,000 births. 


A course of advanced lectures on infant care, especi- 
ally intended for créche nurses and probationers, will be 
held at the Essex Hall, Essex Street, Strand, London, 
W.C., on Thursdays, from 7.30 to 8.30 p.m., from 
May 5th to July 21st, 1921. Tickets from Miss Halford, 
secretary, National Association for the Prevention of 
Infant Mortality, 4 and 5 Tavistock Square, London, 
W.C.1, or Miss Maddock, secretary of the National 
Society of Day Nurseries,.20 Berkeley Street, 8.W.1. 
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POOR LAW NOTES 


TRovBLE AT BRENTFORD. 

N ‘‘Appeal to the Public,” signed by Mr. G. Vincent 
A Evans, General Secretary of the Poor Law Workers’ 
Trade Union, and Miss Maude MacCallum, general secre- 
tary of the P.U.T.N., has been made in connection with 
trouble at the West Middlesex Hospital of the Brentford 
Guardians. The ‘“‘Appeal”’ states that five nurses—three 
probationers, a fully-trained nurse, and a temporary staff 
nurse—have been dismissed unfairly. 

In the House of Commons on Wednesday, Mr. T. 
Griffiths (Pontypool, Lab.), asked the Minister of Health 
whether his attention had been drawn to the action of the 
Brentford Board of Guardians in discharging a number 
of their staff with only a few hours’ notice; whether he 
was aware that several nurses, whose homes were in the 
North of Scotland and Ireland, and who were without 
friends in London, had been dismissed at short notice 
without giving them time to make arrangements for their 
return home; that those nurses had been discharged 
for reasons of a frivolous character; and that discontent 
had been created among the remainder of the staff; and 
whether he would have full inquiry made into all the 
circumstances, and advise the reinstatement of those 
nurses whose careers would otherwise be ruined ? 

Sir A. Mond, Minister of Health, replied: I am in 
communication with the Guardians on the subject, and I 
will communicate further with the hon. member when I 
receive their reply 

The matter came up at a special meeting of the 
Guardians last week, and the evidence showed that a 
spirit of revolt and disobedience had been displayed by 
some of the probationers. 

The testimony of Miss Cumberbatch, chairman of the 
Guardians’ hospital committee, is to the effect that the 
first nurse dismissed outstayed her leave, disobeyed orders 
to go down to breakfast, and declared that she did not 
care for the matron’s decision. She left the building 
without leave, and the hospital committee dismissed her. 
A ‘round robin” was sent by a minority of the young 
nurses threatening drastic action if she was not reinstated, 
pending an inquiry by the Board. Another nurse had 
been dismissed because her conduct was considered deroga- 
tory to the Institution, and another, who left the Institu- 
tion without leave, was also dismissed. 

Miss Cumberbatch showed that the manifesto issued 
by the Poor Law Workers’ Trade Union was false in every 
charge it brought against the Guardians, and in practically 
every statement that it made. It spoke of “so-called” 
misconduct, evading the real issue of the repeated defiance 
of the rules of the institution. It stated that the nurses 
‘“‘work very long hours and receive little time off,” 
whereas they had many privileges and their hours were 
short. Nurses who failed to realise the seriousness of 
their duty should enter some other walk of life. In 
maintaining discipline, the matron used persuasion, kind- 
ness, argument, and trust, and minor punishments were 
inflicted only when those things had failed. The 
Guardians always made full inquiry into any cause of 
complaint. 

Mr. Bradford said all the allegations were “ piffle,” and 
the action of the Poor Law Officers’ Union was one of 
the cruellest that could have been taken in the interest 
of the nurses. 

The action of the Hospitals Committee was approved 
with four dissentients. 

Nurses at Stow. 

Ar a recent meeting of the Stow (Suffolk) Guardians 
Miss Hobbs, Lady Inspector of the Ministry of Health, 
said she was struck with the tired appearance of the 
nursing staff at the infirmary. Mr. Fuller (Inspector of 
the Ministry) recommended an increase in the number of 
the night nurses. The chairman said that the necessity 
was recognised, and an adequate staff would be provided. 


Fre Vare Hosprran Nurses. 
Dr. Crank, in his report to the Sheffield Board of 
Guardians on the year’s work of the Fir Vale Hos- 








pital, says that at one time a very considerable 
of ward cleaning was done by convalescent patie 
now the work done by patients was practica 
inasmuch as a very large proportion of th 
confined to bed all day. Thugs a_ great 

menial work now fell upon the nursing st 
that at a time when the nursing of the 
was heavier than at any time in the history of 

pital. The number of nurses had not increased i: 
tion to the work, and the nursing staff was 1 
inadequate. The nurses had done their best under ficul 
circumstances, but they could not do impossibilit . He 
felt, however, that the patients were attended sImoab 
better than they had any right to expect, considering th 
relatively small nursing staff. It had been alleged y* = 
hospitals that owing to the eight-hour day the = 
were jaded and unfit for their work as the result « cm 
sive pleasure seeking. There had been no evidence af 
that at Fir Vale! The nursing staff at the hospit never 
did better work than it was doing now. The m aa 
need was an increase in the number of the night nu ses 


mount 


St. Mary, Isxincron. 


THe annual distribution of prizes to the m 
the nursing staff of St. Mary (Islington) Infirn 
place last week. Mr. W. Finnimore (Chairm: 
Committee of Management) presided, and am 
present were Sir George and Lady. Maki 
Anklesaria (medical officer of St. John’s Road 
tion), and others. Lady Makins distributed tl 
Smalley Prizes.—1, Ada Oakes; 2, Lily Cook: Jessie 
McBeth and May O'Leary. Leonard Marshall Priccs.—1 
Elsie Colley ; 2, Caroline Jervis; 3, Annie Hame: View. 
Chairman's Prize.—Lily Aubrey. Chairman’s ze 
Norah Cowley. Medical Superintendent’ s Prize. Emily 
Riley. Consolation Prizes—1, Sybil Deane: ‘Elsie 
Winch. Notes from Sir George Makins’ addres pear 
on p. 466 ; _s 


In future the first year examination of the probationer 
nurses at the Lewisham Hospital is to be conducted eutirely 
by a matron of some recognised training school instead of 
by the medical superintendent and matron of the hospital. 
A prize of medical books not exceeding £2 in value is to 
be granted to the probationer who scores the bighest 
number of marks at that examination, and a gol medal 
or books to the value of £5 (at the nurse’s option), to the 
most successful probationer at the final examinati We 
are glad to know also that a sister tutor is to be appointed, 
and that this is considered essential in view of the sy!labus 
issued by the G.N.C. 


Tae Guardians have added ten years’ superannuation 
to the 25 years’ service in Poor-law institutions of 
Mrs. Emily R. Eliiott, who is resigning her position 
as nurse at Northallerton Workhouse through il]-health. 
Dr. Hutchinson said Nurse Elliott thoroughly deserved all 
the assistance the Board could extend to her. 


Dertnire post-war salaries, without war bonus, a! » be 
fixed for the nurses of the Birmingham Guardians, t» take 
effect from September Ist next. 


Mrs. Neepuam, matron of the Billericay Poor Law In- 
stitute, has resigned the position of superintendent :urse 
of the infirmary, and has been succeeded by Miss 
Elworthy. 

Miss Rita pe Asarrna, Sheffield, and Miss E. Ja 
Pendleton, Manchester, have been appointed ward s 
by the Carlisle Board of Guardians. 


Carricxmacross Guardians have sanctioned a yourly 
bonus of £10 to Nurse M‘Quaid, although, says the / "¢¢- 
man’s Journal, it was not approved of by the LB. 
owing to the nurses having gone on strike. 
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CONFERENCE :: 
Sessions of the 
Conference 
will be held at 
the Royal 
Horticultural 
Hall, on May 
18, 19, and 20. 


HALL, 
Full details 


will appear 
in a later issue 


of this Journal. 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL 


NURSING ana 
MIDWIFERY 


EXHIBITION 
CONFERENCE 


ROYAL HORTICULTURAL 
WESTMINSTER, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


MAY 17, 18, 19, and 20 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
NOON TILL NINE P.M. St., London, ¥ 


EXHIBITION 

Amongst the 
varied Exhibits 
will be found 
much of great 
professional 
interest to 
every Nurse 


and Midwife. 


ADMISSION 
TICKETS 
Nurses and 
Midwives 
should write 
(enclosing 
stamped en- 
velope) for free 
tickets to the 
Secretary, 22- 
24 Gt.Portland 











T. H. WILLMOTT 


NEXT HOSPITAL CONTRACTS CO. 


NURSES’ APRON MATERIAL 


45 in. 50 in. 54 in. 
1/98 1/11 2" 

Best Quality— Lowest Prices.—Send for Patterns. 
Sheets, Blankets, Towels, etc. , Bed- 
steads, Bedding, specially suitable 
for Nursing Homes and Hospitals. 
Quotations on application to— 


29, MORTIMER STREET, London, w.1. 


Tel. : MUSEUM 3140. 








DIRECTORY OF | 
DISTRICT NURSING | 


Including 20,000 Streets and Places in the | 

Administrative County of London, with the | 
| Name and Address of the District Nursing | 

Association or Nurse available in each street. 

Issued by the Central Council for-District Nursing in London. 

Invaluable to all Social and Health Workers. 
Price 2/6, by post 2/9. 
Apply P. S. KING & SON, Orchard House, Westminster. 











Air and Water 


prdiarubber . 
— BEDS ON HIRE _ 


<2 sP oa 
e a 
' * 
s -< tel a > ; 
, 


Lliast 








83-85 MORTIMER STR 





“RAILOX” NIT DESTROYER. 


The best remedy to recommend for children’s 
heads. Easily used. No grease. One user writes:— 
‘*Please send me another packet of ‘Railox.’ It’s 
simply splendid.” 
3d. & 74d. packet Chemists, or post free from 





MILNER’S CHEMICAL CO., LIVERPOOL. 








The Surgical Manute ctur irind Co.Ltd 


EET-LONDON-‘W' 





“NURSING TIMES” 

TRADE ADVERTISEMENT 

DEPARTMENT 
VAN, ALEXANDER & CO. 
31, CRAVEN STREET, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 


TELEPHONE : 8503 CENTRAL. 





it is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 
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Let Baby 
Judge 


Gibbs 
Cold Cream 


L. WELLS & C2 


Actual Manufacturers, 


64, Aldersgate St., E.C.1, 


OCK 





1 ; 

WHEN he feels the soothing, eMollie 
and soreness from his tender skin, what crows 

and vigorous splashings will mark his 

He will revel in this laving that 


old crean 
her know they can get r 


s skin than Gibbs Cold Cream Soap. 


Soap 


it oils taking all 
of delight 
bath-time appreciation. 
so comforts his wee limbs—the 


burn 


thing purer or 
Chey have 


this assurance from the Hous= of Gibbs, Soapmakers to Royalty 





beautiful 


udation of a fine 


Daby an 


J show his delight with 
COLD 
CREAM 


7d. per Tablet. Box of 3 Tablets, 1/9 
AN INVITATION 
ly received your sar e 
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1 Cream Foam (a fragrant skin 
three | 1 tablets of Gibbs ( 
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r a g y y i kage can 
ent free of arget y on irse 
D. & W. GIBBS, Ltd. (Dept. N841), Cold Cream Soap Works, London, E.1 
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The “MARIE,” 
Wearwell Serges, 
Cravenettes, 
Coatings, All Wool 
West of England 
Serges and 
Army Cloths. 


From 23/11 


The “ ARMY.” 





A smart and very 
becoming Bonnet, 
trimmed waterproofed 
Bilk or Crépe de Chine. 
Excellent value. 


15/11 


The “ RODNEY.”’ 

Best quality Apron Cloth 

(Al ani 4/11 
Good quality Irish Union, 5/11 
Pure irish Linen, 6/6 and 7/11 
Beaatifully gored and perfect 

Otting. 

When ordering please mention 
sise of waist and length required 








Write for our Catalogue and Patterns Post 


Free upon application. 


Highest Value, 
Lowest Prices. 
Telephone: City, 319. 





» 
QO “ WEARWELL ” 
> COLLAR. 


14 and 2} in. deep, 
Bid. and 1Qjd, each. 











/ For 
' AMENORRHEA 
DYSMENORRHEA 
MENORRHAGIA 
METRORRHAGIA 
EITC. 
ERGOAPIOL (Smith) is supplied only in 
packages containing twenty « apsules 


DOSE 


or four times 


One to two capsules three 


a day 





MARTIN H. SMITH COMPANY, New York, N.Y.US.A. 


RGOAPIOL (Smith) is a singularly potent 

utero-ovarian anodyne, sedative and tonic. 

It exerts a direct influence on the generative 
system and proves unusually efficacious in the 
various anomalies of menstruation arising from 
constitutional disturbances, atonicity of the repro- 
ductive organs, inflammatory conditions of the 
uterus or its appendages, mental emotions or 
exposure to inclement weather. 


As an analgesic in gynecological cases, Ergoapiol 
(Smith) is superior to opium or coal-tar derivatives 
in that, besides relieving pain without exposing the 
patient to the danger of drug addiction, it also offers 
a tonic and restorative action upon the pelvic 
viscera, 


It is a uterine and ovarian sedative of unsurpassed 
value and is especially serviceable in the treat- 
ment of congestive and inflammatory conditions of 
these organs. 


The anodyne action of the preparation on the 
reproductive organs is evidenced by the prompt- 
ness with which it relieves pain attending the 
catamenial flow, and its anti-spasmodic influence ‘+ 
manifested by the uniformity with which it allay: 
nervous excitement due to ovarian irritability 0: 
other local causes. 


Ergoapiol (Smith) proves notably efficacious in 
amenorrhea, dysmenorrhea and menorrhagia. 
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THE COLLEGE OF NURSING 


BIRMINGHAM Locat CENTRE. 

Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Clegg, 84 Hagley Road.) 
annual meeting will be held on Saturday, April 
at 3 p.m., in the Lecture Theatre of the General 
tal, Birmingham (by kind permission of the 
nors). Agenda: Minutes; annual reports; election 

wn. officers and three members of the executive com- 
business. At the conclusion tea will 
All members are cordially 





any othe 
ved in the Board Room. 
ed. 
BRIGHTON AND Hove CENTRE. 
Hlon. Se Miss Yell, Summerdown, Uckfield.) 
. recent members’ meeting it was unanimously re 
i that (1) professional women be admitted as mem- 
of the club if recommended by a member of the 
and approved by the executive committee; and (2) 
professional women will be admitted as residential 
to the when accommodation aliows, but 
ce will always be given to nurses. (3) That 
n training be admitted to the club after com- 
two years of their training. It was further 
isly decided to nominate Miss Haines, Matron, 
\lexandra Hospital for Children, Brighton, as a 
date for the forthcoming Counci! election. Mem 
e asked to record their votes in her favour. The 
ing honorary officers for the year April lst, 1921, 
March 3lst, 1922, were elected :—Miss Scott, R.R.C. 
lent Miss Myles (Local Representative); Miss 
Honorary Secretary); Miss Smith Honorary 


) 





club 


YORKSHIRE CENTRE AT LEEDS 


HTon. Sec.: Miss Lindall, Women and Children’s 
Hospital.) 
3s Innes, R.R.C., presided at the third annual meet 
week. The balance sheet showed a substantial 
in hand. The secretary reported the membership 
pproximately 260; 99 new members had been admitted 
ng the year, and 73 members had left the Centre for 
us reasons. The use of the Outlook Club, Greek 
(where the Centre has taken out a membership) 
pecially appreciated by public health and_ school 
The following were elected for the ensuing year : 
Innes, R.R.C. (president and local representative), 
Edwards (hon. treas.). Miss Lindall (who has been 
tary since the inauguration of the Centre) sent in 
resignation, but under much pressure consented to 
| ottice for another year. Miss Bayly, A.R.R.C. 
istant secretary). Committee: Miss Barry, R.R.C., 
val Infirmary, Huddersfield (representative for Hud- 
field), Miss Cameron, Clayton Hospital, Wakefield 
epresentative for Wakefield), Miss Harkin, Township 
Infirmary, Beckett Street (representative for Leeds), Miss 
Hills, R.R.C., Royal Infirmary, Halifax (representative 
Halifax), Miss McQueen, Ministry of Pensions Hos- 
pital, Beckett’s Park (representative for M. of P., Leeds), 
iss Smeeton, A.R.R.C., Killingbeck Sanatorium (repre- 
ntative for Public Health, Leeds), Miss Sutherland, 
Voodlands Convalescent Hospital, Rawdon (representa- 
ve for Bradford), Miss Whittles, A.R.R.C., The Bel- 
nt Nursing Home, Belmont Grove, Leeds (representa- 
ve for Private Nursing, Leeds). 
After discussion it was decided that instead of the 
mthly socials being entirely free, £50 should be offered 
a scholarship for 1921-1922 “ with a view to assisting 
the training at a university of a member (trained in 
Bradford, Wakefield, or district, or who has 
orked for one year in one of these towns) as Sister- 
lutor.’’ 





Leeds, 








Ir is a tragical position for a true man to work in re- 
olutions. He seems an anarchist, and indeed a painful 
ement of anarchy does encumber him at every step—him 
to whose soul anarchy is hostile, hateful. His mission is 
Order ; every man’s is. He is here to make what was 
lisorderly, chaotic, into a thing ruled, regular. He is the 
missionary of Order. Is not all work of man in this world 
a making of Order ?—Carlyle. 











THE SURGICAL NURSE 


RIGID conscientiousness I regard as the most essential 
f\ quality of all in a surgical nurse. It must be borne 
in mind that when a failure occurs in the aseptic course 
of an operation it is seldom that we are able to place ow 
finger on the exact source of infection and to state posi 
tively that such or such an error ini the technique was the 
cause of it. This is the unsatisfactory part of the busi 
ness. If we could always, instead of almost never, ascer- 
tain the fault and bring the defaulter to book, we should 
possess a powerful weapon against ‘‘slackness,’’ and should 
be in a position to expose the delinquent and convince he: 
of her error. As however the reverse is the case, the mora! 
responsibility resting on everyone who takes part in a 
surgical operation is manifest, and unless a woman has a 
conscience she is unfit to undertake surgical work.—Mr. 
CHartes P. Cuicpe, F.R.C.S., in Surgical Nursing and 
Technique. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF THRIFT 

NURSE writes to the Royal National Pension 

Fund :—“ Now that I am able to give up nursing 
and have begun to draw part of my pension, I feel that 
I should like to express my appreciation of the Pension 
Fund for Nurses. I began by taking out a policy for 
£10 a year, and later was able to buy three others out- 
right, bringing in £20 a year at 50 years of age and £2 
at 55. 

“Tt just makes the difference to a little family money 
that I have and enables me to retire at a time when I 
can hope to enjoy a normal life. I have been proud to 
feel that I have had the Pension Fund at my back for 
so long, and that through it nurses were able to do their 
share in War Loan; and also the Benevolent Fund, by 
which we can help each other in a small way that we 


never miss 

‘*My health has been excellent, and I have only had to 
draw sick pay on one occasion. 

“It is the sense of ‘safety in numbers’ that one appre 
ciates so much in such a huge concern as the Pension 
Fund for Nurses is, and although individually one unit 
does not seem of much importance it is a matter of pride 
to feel that one is a member of such a very important 
body of women. 

“T wish young nurses could see the wisdom of small 
beginnings and practise enough self-denial of unneces- 
sary pleasures to feel secure in their old age by joining 
the Pension Fund. I have tried to impress it on all I 
know. 

‘‘For my own part, it has been a great help to me, and 
I have never found it hard to keep up my payments.” 








Tue current number of the Women's Local Govern 
ment News, the organ of the Women’s Local Government 
Society, 19, Tothill Street, S.W.1, includes an interesting 
article on the treatment of tuberculosis by Miss Scovell, 
a member of the East Sussex County founcil, which plainly 
shows the need for better methods of notification in cases 
of this disease. The writer lays stress on the lack of 
suitable hospital provision, especially for advanced cases, 
and the overlapping caused by the duplication of 
authorities. 

In reply to a question in the House of Commons Sir A. 
Mond stated that 143 of the 145 county and county 
borough councils in England and Wales had made ar- 
rangements for the institutional treatment of non-insured 
tuberculous persons, but in one case the provision so far 
made only extended to dispensary treatment. 


Tue Army Coancil is becoming more and more human. 
Not long ago I remarked upon their discovery of the need 
of perambulators by soldiers’ families, and the new facili- 
ties to be given for their embarkation in trooping voyages. 
Now I observe that a ‘‘ Military Families Nursing Ser- 
vice”’ is being established. This is reallv a very com 
mendable step.—T7'ruth. 

NURSING TIMES, APRIL 30 
COUPON FOR FREE ADVICE 
IN OUR COLUMNS 
Legal, Charity, Nursing, Travel, Employment. 


Answers by post—Lega!, 2s. 6d. ; other questions, ts. 
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LETTER BOX 
The Nation’s Fund and the College. relief of sick and suffering nurses generally.” The m- 
[ note that in your editorial comment on my letter in mittee of the Tribute Fund of the Nation’s Fu r 
Tue Nut _ Trues of April 2nd your wssertions with Nurses being the administering trustees of the c! y, 
HE NURSING s 0 d vA \ as s emma Y ~ Spine. 2 ce: Se: : : ‘ ’ 1 
reference to the distribution of the Tribute Fund have a ‘iy — fir tne 7s rs ra nig it 
undergone some modification since your issue of March wi es oa ook dhe de — a (b). Be it 
12th, in which you made the very definite statement, ‘‘ The remembered that the trustees are now to all inten nd 
etn, in whicn } ade 3 ar’ sli . e os -- - wl +, . 
Tribute Fund for Nurses has been most impartially dis- ee Se rng on a ab Beggin, * . 
tributed to all nurses, whether members of the College pn Ue hgnt Of the above, together with the v ng 
t.” th ] } 7 ’ Poll g documentary letter from the Secretary of the Nation’s Fund, ch 
elie kp ¥ ha h = onl - a Ben into po [ quoted in Tue Nursinc Trmes of April 2nd, it di ot 
evidence, some of = 1 has ng rage en A lie still need a Sherlock Holmes to trace the devious tactics of the 
hands, it is possible : you may 8 lec - iT) Pre College of Nursing in the pursuit of what would aprear 
further your defence of the Committee of that Fund, which -S : : ; 
: the Colleg * Nursing. in its administration to have become two of its main objectives, viz., power and 
: eat sae , e ollege h s m 8 i i] stre . . J ; D> 
is practically th lege of ur =: the persecution to the extent of extinction of a ge 
a the Func. pe ee ee body of existing nurses, from whom, to use its own 13. 
el at . 


Document No. 1.—A certified copy of the a 
granted by the London County Council under the War 


Charities Act. 1916, to the Committee of the Nation's 
Fund for Nurses. The ‘‘precise objects of the charity 
is first stated were To provide Endowment and Benevo- 


ent Funds for the College of Nursing, Ltd.’’ At some 
later date the “Objects” were amended as shown at the 
back of the certificate by the addition of the following 
words: “ The Fund to be administered by a 
the benefit of all fully-trained 


> 
senevoient 


Special Committee for 
nurses. whether members of the College or not—in lieu of 
the original entry.” ; 
Document No. 2.—A letter, which I give m ezxtenso, 
dated March 24th last, from the secretary of the Nation’s 


Fund, replying to an inquiry on the part of the matron 
f the Carmarthen County Infirmary (a general hospital 


f 34 beds. giving three vears’ training to its nurses), as 
) whether nurses trained there during recent years were 
eligible f assistance from the Fund :—‘‘Dear Madam, 
In reply to your letter, I beg to inform you that up 
» the present this Committee has only been empowered 
) assist nurses fully trained in a recognised traming 
school, viz 10 beds in daily occupation As. however, 
have eached a time when a certain settled income 
s at the Committee's disposal for relief, the Committee 
ntend to consider the extension of the scope of the Fund 
$ soon as possible I will communicate with vou directly 
, lecision is mad Yours faithfully. W. E. Hall (Secre 
’ . lifference in tone between this letter and 
at fr the same lady which I quoted in THe NURSING 
m™eEs of March 12th. and which was written in June, 
1920, is noteworthy and probably not unconnected with 
his ¢ es] det 
Document N 5 is a letter. dated March 23rd, 1921 
m the Secret: of the Nation's Fund, in replv to 
Dy f stan n behalf of a nurse with over 
‘ ursing ! her credit, including various 
sts of responsibility in private, six months at the Isola- 
n Hospital. Torquay, and matron’s duties at various 
cottage hospitals. She received her training at the Bristol 
Roval Hospital fe Sic Children and Women. In the 
etter regret is expressed ‘‘that owing to the fact Miss D 


nas not recetved a genera hospital training, she is not 
eligible for help from this Fund.’’ 

Document No. 4 is the transcript from a verbatim short- 
hand report of the meeting at Swansea on January 29th 
ast, to which reference has already been made in this 


In meeting the charges against the College 

not eligible for 
plumed f on the 
Committee towards these nurses in the 
lowing ‘In the matter of the Nation’s Tribute 
Fund we limited the benefits to the nurses the 
members of the College although we raised the money; we 
have opened the Fund to all nurses, whether they belong t 
the College or not.” 

Document No. 5.—A letter from the Charity Commis 
sion. St. James’s, signed G. C. Bower, in which it is 
‘xplained that on July 9th, 1920, a sum of £50,000 was 
granted by the Joint Committee of the British Red Cross 
Society and the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and 
settled upon trust, the income to be applied (a) for the 
benefit of distressed nurses of British nationality. priority 
being ensured for those disabled or in want as the result 
f war services; but (b) otherwise “‘for the benefit or 


respondence 
of Nursing of cruel treatment of 
its membership, Sir A 


nurses 
Stanley himself 
generosity of his 


‘ 


] ng words 


have not 





its members must be “ protected.” 

Money is the first essential. But to raise from the 
a sufficiently large sum for the purposes of the Coll: 
ts own merits would be impossible. It was a great 
to take advantage of the wave of gratitude passing 
the country at the end of the war, and to make use « 
broken and distressed nurse as a decoy to 
funds for the College of Nursing. It was easy to 
the sympathy of the Daily Telegraph, always read 
help in a good cause, “Jn support of the National A 
for the relief of nurses in old age or sickness or d 
and for the endowment of the College of Nursing,” « 
ally when the College of Nursing was represented as 
benefiting all existing nurses. The above in italics 
the actual heading of the Appeal as it appeared day b 
in the columns of that paper 

It was necessary, however, to alter the “‘ precise obje 
as at first set out in the certificate (Document N 
For, although by excluding from participation ir 
Benevolent Fund not only those nurses not eligib\ 
membership of the College, but also those eligible for 
bership but preferring to remain outside, and by « 
the benefit to its own members, i.e.. at that time 
18,000 nurses out of 100,000 (the estimated total! of al! 
ficated nurses), the College in the end would have 
scored, the Daily Telegraph would never have lent 
port to an appeal for the benefit of a section of nurses 
and the whole scheme would have been wrecked. Hen 
iddition of the words mentioned, which, while adn 
for benefit all nurses eligible for membership of 
had the effect of throwing dust in the « 
the management of the Dai/y Telegraph and left it 
to the Committee when subsequently administering 
Fund to claim the right to refuse assistance to : 
not eligible for membership. How effectually the / 
Telegraph and the public were misled is shown first | 
heading of the appeal, and secondly by the inclusion 
of even V.A.D. nurses as beneficiaries! Whether dece} 
to this extent was intentional on the part of the Comn 
of the Fund or not, the fact remains that neither 
the publication of the “Juliet” storv. followed by 
acknowledgment in the next issue of the Daily Teleq 
of subscriptions received on her behalf. nor after s 
quent references to V.A.D. nurses in the appeal, was 
disclaimer published by the Committee. That Tae Nui 
Trves may have “‘deplored the mistake” is nothing t 
point. The Committee said nothing, but pocketed the 1 
resulting from the “mistake,’’ and the College of Nu 
funds benefited accordingly. To turn round nov 
through its apologists blame the Daily Telegraph 
touch worthy of comic opera, but indeed only what 1 
have been expected from a mentality such as that disp! 
by the Council of the College of Narsing. 


College 


Now as to the actual administration of the T: 
Fund Documents Nos. 2 and 3 and other sir 
letters which I have seen prove definitely that 


three and a half years, the period during whic 
tress amongst nurses resulting from the war must 
been at its maximum, no nurse who had not received t! 
years’ training in a general hospital (the London and | 


} 


sibly one or two others excepted) in which the avera; 


1 


daily occupation of beds was less than 40, has be 
Exceptions there may have bee: 


eligible for assistance. 


where doubtless influence was brought to bear, but th: 
only go to prove the rule. 
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Cinerby Jiffy 


Baby Pants 


won the instant approval 

of the Nursing Profession. 

y = Their advantages were so 
/ a obvious that the question 
j ” arose as to ‘‘ why it hadn’t 
A been thought of before.” 
; Nurse knows that a clean 
and no babies could be 


; baby is a healthy baby, 
P ~y a 
é J cleaner than those who 

| 

‘ 


wear Jiffies 
No strings, buttons, tapes or 
ye g 
prick 3/6 ver pair. 


IN SMALL, MEDIUM, 
OR LARGE SIZES 
Extra large size per pair 3/11 


stocked by most ‘Drapers, but 
hould you have any difficulty in 
htaining, send ‘Postal Order 
for 3/6 and 2d. for postage to 





British fasteners — waterproof — no 
Pat. No, opening for cold air to pene- 
136770 trate—cleaned in a few seconds 


with a damp sponge—and on 
and off in a “jiffy.” 

















I. B. KLEINERT RUBBER DEPOT, 
87, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 | 
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WANTED! 


When Vitamines are 
trouble begins. So far as we know the 
sole source of Vitamines is the vegetablk 
kingdom, and even the Vitamines found in 
animal foods have been assimilated from 
this source, but these essential factors ar: 
often destroyed by cooking. It follows, 
therefore, that a food product rich in 
Vitamines will speedily restore the balanc« 
necessary to maintain health and vigour. 

** Bravita” contains one of the richest 
sources of the Anti-Neuritic Vitamines ir 
their natural state. and is a NATURAL 
FOOD REMEDY for 


NEURITIS, NEURASTHENIA, 
NERVOUS DEBILITY, INSOMNIA 


Nerve Troubles. 


absent in the det 


and other 








TRA 


<i {VITAMINE NERVE FOOD 


* Bravita 
] 


used 








is not a drug—it isa natura! food 
and recommended by Doctors and ur 
The price is only 2 /@ per packet. Of Chemists and 
Stores. If unable to procure locally write to the 
Sole Agents and Distributors 


F. NEWBERY @ SONS, LTD., 


27-28 Charterhouse Square, London, E.C.1 
Mrp. sy Forcet-me-Nor Lrp., Norrincuam 








VITAMINES. 

















Get a Laundry - Proof 
Apron by Post 


HE ‘‘ Danco” Nurse’s Apron is 
made from specially-manufactured, 
en-finished Marvel Cloth, which 
ists years of laundering and 
ud wear. The fabric does 
easily soil, and the close 
xture makes tearing impos- 
le. Hundreds of testimonials 
rove that better value cannot 
¢ obtained at any price. 


(ee 
Leo 


\ ge pr dige ng f on 
in stock size, the Dan 
\pron posted within 24 hours of 
eceipt ‘ol order, and sold at one 
esonmeed perfectly 
t with wide bib, fitting well under 
llustration). The dress 


ynpletely covered. 
PRICE 6/9 


I'he skirt width is 57 in. (gored), and 
54 in. (gathered), 1 with generous hem 

2 it Inverted or patch pockets, 
as desired. Send for Free Catalogue 
f Nurses’ Wear. 


Nurses’ Outfitting 
Association Ltd., 


CARLYLE HOUSE,” 
STOCKPORT. :: 


London : 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Manchester: 22, 23 & 24 Exchange Arcade, 

Liverpool: s7e Renshaw Street. 

Birmingham: 3; Ryder Street, 
of Corporation Street). 


r (see 1 





t (First Floor). 
147 Northumberland Street (First Floor). 


179 Victoria Street, S.W. 


Deansgate (First 
Floor). 
Central Hall Buildings (Corner 





























ASTOUNDING INFORMATION. 
FOR 14 DAYS ONLY. 


2,000 DRIVING or CYCLING CAPES, pure rubber... 10/— each 
1,750 Special line in LADIES’ HIGH-LEGGED 
WALKING BOOTS. Real bargain 
275 LADIES’ BLUE INDIGO SERGE 
heavy winter material, as new 
390 LADIES’ ——. SKIRTS, up-to-date style 
and perfectly ne 2/6 ,, 
220 WOMEN’S BLAC K RU BBER APRONS, to go 
all round. Good value 7 
6,000 BLACK WATERPROOF DUST CAP $ for ladies i 
10,000 RUBBER SHEETS for Baby's Bed 2/- 
3 
2 





«-» 15/= pair 
SKIRTS, 
8/6 each 


600 doz, LADIES’ WHITE LAWN HEMSTITCHED 


HANDKERCHIEFS 9 doz. 
285 doz. LADIES BLACK HOSE, spec sially selected 2 pair 
890 pairs New Lancashire TWILL SHEETS, double 

bed size ove 13/6 
260 LADIES’ FAWN WATERPROOF TRENCH 

COATS, with Belts, guaranteed the best ... 27/6 each 
895 doz. Best Quality Striped TURKISH TOWELS 

Large size . «» 12/— doz. 
212 doz, Best Quality Striped. ‘TURKISH BATH 

TOWELS 3/= each 

1,000 yards NAVY BLUE "SERGE, best indigo dye, 

woven specially for Nurses’ Uniforms 8/6 yard 
290 yards NIGGER BROWN COSTUME CLOTH, 

60 ins. wide ... ie - = s/6 ,, 
200 doz. F: ancy Stripe, all colours, SILK MOTOR 

WRAPS am a jn -» 7/6 each 
500 pairs New WHITE WOOLLY BLANKETS, 

double bed size... -_ oxo ... 25/= pair 
860 pairs All Wool WHITE YORKSHIRE 

BLANKETS, about @ Ibs. weight 38/- ,, 


8,000 New BROWN AUSIRALIAN BL ANKE TS, 

64x 90, 9 Ibs.. 35/- ,, 
1,000 New White Rubber HOSPITAL BED SHEETS 10/6 each 
1,200 Pairs New High Legged LADIES WALKING 

BOOTS, all Leather. Thisis the best bargain 

ever offered in Boots. Money returned if not 

as advertised 5/6 pair 
Thousands of other Bargains. Write for ra, ists. 


SAGAR’S UNIVERSAL STORES Ltd. 
69, Hyde Rd., Ardwick, MANCHESTER. 
Telephone : City 2919. Telegrams: Furore, Manchester. 
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Nurse — 


Invaluable for nursing mothers, 
backward and ailing children, 
and in the successful nursing of 
all cases where an exceptionally 
light yet supremely nourishing 


Food diet is a necessity, 


Sold in sealed tina by Chemists, etc., everywhere. 


For INFANTS, . ps ee fam 


BE NOER'S FOOD. Ltd., "MANCHESTER, Bag. 


























INVALIDS and the AGED. se ee ee Depots throughout Canada, 


N82 |) 














“7 think it is the best artificial oe | 
food for young infants” 











Jeyes’ Disinfectants 


JEYES'’ FLUID. JEYES’ LYSOL (Jeysol). 
cae eee CYLLIN PALATINOIDS. 
CYLLIN. STOMACHIC AND INTESTINAL. 

s’ SPECIAL FLuIp. BRANALCANE. 
For RELAXED AND DIPHTHERITIC SORE THROA1 
CYLLIN EI = —_ Al. CYLLINETTES (Sanitary Towels). 








Jeyes’ Sanitary Compounds Co., Ltd., 64 Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 












































e Brand’s 
Essence 


of BEEF, MUTTON or CHICKEN 





Easy to open. 


ESSENTIAL ww tue SICK ROOM 


BRAND & Co., Ltd., Mayfair Works, 
Vauxhall, London, S.W. 8. 


MAKERS OF 
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ference to the printed literature of the College of 
Nursing will show that this is precisely the line drawn by 
College for the eligibility or otherwise for its 
membership. 
So that it comes to this: that just as the College of 
N ng, after telling an applicant who is not eligible for 
embership that she is a person from whom the 
should be protected, ‘‘invariably consoles her with 
th obability that she will be eligible for registration 


u the State” (vide Nursing Notes, Tue Nursinc 
I March 12th). So, when broken and destitute, she 
iy for and is refused assistance from the Nation’s 


I for Nurses, she is doubtless similarly consoled by 
issured that she is probably eligible for the work 


how to account for such definite assertions as that 
1 to in Document No. 4 and others of a similar 
frequently occurring in the College literature? 
statement of Sir Arthur Stanley is difficult to 
n away, but from the declaration by the College of 


N ng that nurses not eligible for its membership are 
I s from whom the public must be “protected,” i.e., 
are danger to the public, it is only a step to saying 


th they are not nurses at all, and therein doubtless 
salvation of the conscience of this gentleman. 
| true that Document No. 2, together with other 
s letters from the Secretary of the Nation’s Fund 
I have seen, holds out a hope that now, after three 
half years, these nurses may in future possibly 
help from the Fund. But they all bear dates 
ient to the commencement of this correspondence. 
to refer briefly to Document No. 5. First, 
egard to the extraordinary anomaly of the appear- 
the balance-sheet of the Nation’s Fund, which 
ith the two and a half years ending December, 
1 sum of £50,000, which was not in existence for 
ses of the Fund until July, 1920 
; was done in order to make the handing over to 
e of Nursing of £39,000 appear less open to 


Ts it possible 
Collec 
n 
ndly, it is a matter of some concern to the public who 
bed the Red Fund that it should be left to 
which has already proved itself so utterly unfit 
inister any public funds, not only to administer this 
000, but that in doing so special power should have 
iven to it to interpret as it pleases the meaning of 
expression ‘nurse.’” And this in spite of the fact 
lready the State had, in virtue of the Registration 
r Nurses, taken upon itself that very daty. 

can be no doubt that in the interests of justice 
dministration of the Nation’s Fund for Nurses should 
ntirely out of the hands of the College of 
Limited, and also that a close inquiry should 
stituted into the right of the College of Nursing to 
in whole or in part the £39,000 which has been 

ted to it. W. F. Brook. 


glands House, Swansea. 


Cross 


be taken 


Vursing, 


I reply to this letter, the College of Nursing makes 
lowing statement : 


the accounts of the British Women’s Hospital Com- 
ee, which Committee was responsible until the end of 
19 for the Nation’s Fund for Nurses, have been sub 
tted to and passed by the Charity Commissioners. 
lhe Nation’s Fund for Nurses is now under the control 
1 Council composed of the Council of the College of 
sing, together with an equal number of members 
sen from among those who did work for the Fund in 
early days and those who had shown the greatest 
est in the work of the Q.V.J.I.N. in the counties. 
far as possible the Council has been formed to repre- 
nt nursing interests throughout the whole Kingdom. 
Che object of the Nation’s Fund for Nurses has always 
een quite clearly stated, namely, to raise money for the 
dowment of the College, and to provide assistance for 
irses who were in sickness or distress. 
When the Fund was first. started there was no definition 
a “‘trained nurse,” except that of the College. and this 
was the standard adopted for applicants trained after 
900; nurses trained prior to that date were considered 
on their merits, provided some general training had been 
ri:ceived. The fact that the College definition of a 





‘‘nurse ’’ was adopted does not mean that the recipients 
of grants from the Fund need be members of the College. 

Now that the Tribute Fund has reached, long before it 
was expected, the sum which the Committee had set up 
as their goal, and a fixed annual income is assured, it will 
be possible to widen the scope of the Fund. It is probable 
that when the General Nursing Council defines a “ trained 


nurse’ that definition will be adopted by the Tribute 
Fund. } 
College Council Elections. 


Tue South-Western Centres (Plymouth, Torquay, and 
Cornwall), have united to nominate as candidate to repre- 
sent the South-Western wrea generally, and the smaller 
hospitals in particular (as at present they are only slightly 
represented on the Council), Miss Billing, R.R.C., matron 
of Torbay Hospital, who has kindly consented to stand. 
Miss Billing has been to the different centres, where she 
very ably expressed her views, and gave an account of 
her past nursing life, which has been very varied, during 
which she has worked in practically all branches of the 


profession, including district and private nursing. She 
is also a matron in the T.F.N.S., and during the war 


took temporary duty as matron of the T.F.N.S. hospitals 
at Cardiff, and later opened and took charge of the 
T.F.N.S. Sectional Hospital at Neath. She took out the 
28th General Hospital to Salonika, and later on was 
matron of the 28th General Hospital there. 

Any of my fellow-members who were out there, and 
particularly those who were on the staff of a hospital 
when first opened, know well what an amount of organi- 
sation, hard work, and “ roughing it,”’ it entailed, and 
how cheerfully borne by the whole staff from matron 
downwards. May I, as one who spent a short period at 
the 28th General Hospital, on my way home, and who 
experienced very great kindness at her hands, ask all 
my fellow-members of the College, and particularly all 
who have been associated with Miss Billing in the past, 
either in England or Salonika, and all members of the 
smaller hospitals, to give her their vote? 

I should like to remind members that we spoil our 
voting papers by giving any candidate more than one 
vote each; also, that by voting only for the one, or 
possibly two, that we particularly wish to see elected, 
we are strengthening our own candidates’ position. 

Coritece or Nurstnc, No. 12677. 


Private Nursing in New York. 


I KNow you will be interested to hear that a month ago 
I commenced private nursing once more. So far, I’ve 
not been free a minute, and have had three splendid 
cases—all fine, interesting ones. Work is ultra-plentiful, 
and nurses scarce. Why don’t English nurses come out 
here? The doctors are delighted to get English girls, 
and the pay is wonderful and conditions are very good. 
There are three grades—registered nurses, undergraduate 
nurses, practical nurses. The former are fully trained, 
the second are those, like myself, with an incompleted 
training, and the latter anything that likes to nurse! 
There is abundant work for all, at varying rates of pay. 

It is just a year since I sailed from Southampton. It 
has been an odd, varied sort of a year, with lots of ex- 
perience gained and heaps of happenings. I don’t regret 
it a bit, and am well and happy. Over here, most girls 
who work take rooms and live in restaurants. It is an 
uncomfortable way to live, and I don’t enjoy that part 
of it at all. Also, it is expensive. Home life is not 
nearly so much in evidence as it is in England. How- 
ever, now I am very comfortable, in diggings with a 
woman journalist. 

F. 8. 


Aut health workers in London will find invaluable the 
Directory of District Nursing and Streets List, issued 
by the Central Council for District Nursing. This direc 
tory is the only one which gives every street and place 
and terrace in London, with the name and address of 
the nursing association or parish nurse. The Directory 
may be had from Miss Irene Hett, 25 Russell Square, 
W.C.1, price 2s. 9d. post free. 
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QUEEN’S NURSES’ BENEVOLENT FUND 
Previously announced ; a £2,215 12 5 
Miss Shalders . eee 110 0 
Miss Amy Bradley, Miss M. Bartlett, Miss 

Howard, Miss Clayton, Knutsford, N.A., 





10s. each ; . ‘ : 210 0 
Miss E. Hasted : 7 6 
Mrs. Rose, Carrigall, The Misses Lucy 

Marshall, C. Trotman, Watson, Angel, 

Simpson, J. Mackay, Lucy Seward, B. M 

Allfree, D. Godden, A. Bacon, G. H. 

Vaughan, E. Benians, C. M. Caddy, M 

J. Cumming, M. Wilmshurst, E. Knight, 

Hall, Grant, Milford, MacArthur, 5s 

each os ° 5 5 0 
The Misses M. F. Noblett. Winifred Burges 

M. B. Robinson, C. Tymn s, Beatrice 

Clark, 4s. 4d. each ... 128 

£2296 6 7 

Hon. Secretary, 27, Bessborough Gardens, London, 

SW. 








PUBLIC HEALTH APPOINTMENTS 


_Miss \nnTE Heywoop, Bradford, and Miss Vivienne 
Keddie, Frome Bank Nursing Home, Birmingham, have 
been appointed municipal relief midwives by the Bradford 


Health 

Miss M. J. D. Ramsey, of Brandon, has been appointed 
Health Visitor for the Borough of Thornaby. 

Miss Jean G. B. Brown, Polmont, was recently ap- 
pointed health visitor for the County of Clackmannan, 
under the Education Authority. Miss Brown was trained 
in Falkirk Infirmary, and was on war service at home 
and abroad for 44 years. 


Committee 


Mrs. Racnert Constance Mackenzie, school nurse in the 
Public Health Department, has been appointed by the 
L.C.C. as an inspector of establishments for massage or 
special treatment 





DEATHS. 
WeE regret to nnounce that Miss 
R.R.C., Matron of Highbury, U 
rento Hospitals for Disabled Men, died suddenly at Liver 
pool on Wednesday last week She had recently under 
gone a serious operation, and made a good recovery. 
but had an unexpected relapse. Miss Fletcher was ap- 


Emily Elizabet! 


as ae 
Fletcher, ffeulme, and Sor 


pointed to the Birmingham hospitals in July, 1919, by 
the local War Pensions Committee, having been during 
the war Matron of the 2nd Western General Hospital. 


Manchester, and previously Assistant Matron of the Roval 
Albert Edward Infirmary, Wigan, where she received her 
training 

Miss Fletcher 
at Winslow, 
dav ar 


burv. f 


in the Parish Churchvard 
sucks, last Saturday. At 7 a.m. of the same 
impressive memorial service was held at High 
llowed by a celebration of Holy Communion, both 
conducted by the Venerable Archdeacon Hopton, and 


was laid to rest 


largelv attended by the staff and patients. Miss Fletcher 
was held in hich esteem and affection by all who worked 
under her, and her loss will be keenly felt. 


Tue death from sleeping sickness of Nurse Crotty, a 
probationer at the Southwark Infirmary, was reported at 


the last meeting of the Guardians, who requested the 
clerk to convey an expression of their sympathy with the 
fami; 

{r Dorman’s Land, East Grinstead, an inquest was 





held last week into the death of a nurse at the Homes 
Barnabas, Kate Banham. The warden said she 
was under notice to leave, but that it was not a question 
of incompetence, and that there was nothing to affect 
her future. The doctor’s opinion was that she had taken 
morphia. 

Tue death is announced of Nurse Isabel Boyd, Queen’s 
Jubilee Nurse, Gilford, Ireland, where she had resided 
for over eighteen years. She was much loved in the 
district. 





APPOINTMENTS 


Beatrice A., Matron, Northamptonshire 
Council’s Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Rushden 


ALLsop, MIss 
County 


Trained at St. Thomas’s Hospital; Sub-Matron, Royal 
Sea-Bathing Hospital, Margate. 
Wart, Miss Exeanor, Matron and Superintend f 


Nurses (in succession to the late Miss Yelvert 


son), Royal Hospital, Richmond, Surrey. 
Trained at the Prince of Wales’ General H 
Tottenham; Military service (1917-1918), ( 


Military Hospital, Edmonton; Night Superint 


toval Hospital, Richmond; Ward Sister, P f 
Wales’ General Hospital, Tottenham; A 
Matron, Royal Hospital, Richmond; also g 
Matron during the late Matron’s illness. 

WitiaMs, Miss E. J., A-.R.R.C. Matron, King ( 8 
Sanatorium for Sailors, Bramshott, Hants (a } 


of the Seamen’s Hospital Society). 

Trained at St. Thomas’s Hospital; Sister, P! 
Ward, Dreadnought Hospital, Greenwich, a1 
appointments on nursing staff; Q.A.R.N.N.S 
the war ; First Ass’stant Matron, Township I: 

Sister, Dreadnought Hospital, Greenwi: 


Matron, Woolwich H 


Leeds ; 
Moore, Miss Katuarine M. 
Ailing Babies. 

Trained at St. Bartholomew's Hospital; Matron 
well House, Highgate (Great Ormond Street 
valescent Home) and Children’s Hospital, Nottir 

Vere, Miss Noran K., Assistant Matron, Ro 8 
pital, Richmond, Surrey. 

Trained at the Seamen’s Hospital, Greenwich, 
Women’s Hospital, Soho. Ward Sister, 
pital, Richmond ; nursing in South of France ; 
Sister, Royal Hospital, Richmond 


Pay 
voya 8 


Gummerson, Miss Atice, Sister, St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Halifax. 
Trained at Leeds Township Infirmary; private 


ing, Huddersfield; Staff Nurse, St. Luke’s M 


Hospital, Bradford. 


Pickarp, Miss 
Halifax 
Trained at Royal Infirmary, Liverpool; 
and Sister, Q.A.I.M.N.S., Gibraltar; Sister, St n 

and Thornaby Hospital, Stockton-on-Tees 


Scotr, Miss Aunice H., Sister, 
pital, Bromley Cross, Bolton. 
Trained at Brownlow Hill Infirmary, Liverpool ; t 
Wilkinson Sanatorium and Royal Naval H al, 
Dunganel, N.B.; Night Superintendent, Midd n 
in-Wharfedale Sanatorium; Senior Sister, Acc n 
Hospital; Member of College of Nut 


Far nt 


Luke’s H 


Frorence, Sister, St 


Staff : e 


Blair Convalescer 


General 


Bevan, Miss Marcaret W. Sister-in-Charge, 
and Cove Cottage Hospital. 

[rained at Beckett Hospital, Barnsley; Ward > 
Theatre Sister, and Out-patient Sister, and As 
Matron, sarnsley, Welsh Hospital, Ne 
Q.A.I.M.N.S.(R.) in India and Mesopotamia 
Sister, Isolation Hospital, Muswell Hill 





Q.V..L 


TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Miss Apria H. G. Wricur is appointed to Linc 
shire, Lindsey, C.N.A. (County Superintendent) ; 88 


Edith K. Roberts to Birmingham, 
(Superintendent); Miss Margaret F. Chalmers to 
shire N.F. (Assistant County Superintendent) ; Miss 
Godfrey to Devonshire C.N.A. (Assistant County 5u 
intendent); Miss Emily M. Tubbs to Halifax (Assis' 
Superintendent) ; Miss Helen C. Brooking to Haslem: 
Miss Edith C. Crowden to East London; Miss Emily 
Johnson and Miss Ethel B. Wardley to Hertford; Miss 
Dora McLelland to Hednesford ; Miss France E. Morris! 
to Stanley (Senior Nurse); Miss Kathleen E. M. O’Rei!\s 
to Hampstead; Miss Fenny E. Pike to Harefield; Miss 
Hester V.-Williams to Penzance (Maternity). 


Sumner Hill Road 


Q} 
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Superior Glace Kid Old Price 33/6 
Button, Self Cup. 
NOW 


Old Price 39/6 29/6 


NOW / 
35 6 Post Free. 


Post Free. 





PRICES 
2EDUOCED 


Design 22 B 4. 


Superior Glacé Kid 


Superior Glacé Kid 
Gibson, Patent Cap, 


Button, Self Cap. 


Design 238 8 @ Design 2354 





— 





your service through the post. 


‘BENDUBLE’ FOOTWEAR 


GUARANTEED ALL-BRITISH MANUFACTURE. 

The ‘BENDUBLE’ Boots and Shoes give the maximum comfort at the 
minimum cost. They are British made and are as dainty and smart as 
any lady could wish for. 

they are waterproof, and never lose that unique flexibility which has made 
them so popular with nurses and all ladies who appreciate ease with style. 

You are fa vited to call at our 6 roome and inspect the splendid 
range of fittings and styles. If this is impossible, you can be assured 
of a perfect fit and absolute satisfaction through eur Postal Fitting 
Department. 

Send TO-DAY for our Illustrated Booklet, which fully explains our 
Special Postal System and illustrates the various ‘ Benduble * styles. 


FREE ON APPLICATION. 


THE ‘ BENDUBLE’ SHOE CO. (°S°*) Commerce House, 72, Oxford St. 


Hours 9 to 5.80. Saturdays 12.30. (First Floor), LONDON, W., 1. 


SEND FOR FREE 
FOOTWEAR BOOK. 











— See advert. in last week’s TIMES for Ward Shoes. “ey 


NURSES SUPPLY ASSOCIATION, 


26 IMPERIAL eee. 
NEW BRIDGE ST., E.C. 4 


Specialists in Nurses’ Outfits. 
REAL REDUCTION IN PRICES. 


The Cheapest Lines in Collars, 
Cuffs, Aprons and everything 
for immediate wear. 
Send to-day for a free copy of Spring Edition 
N.S.A. Guide. Brim 
ful of Barg rains 
everuthing to meet 
Nurses’ requiremeats 

















o 











Nurses should : 
: makea : 
: special point : 
to visit our 
Stand, 


The “ Stirling” 
Apron. 
Full shaped Skirt, 
deep hem, square 
pocket, round or 
square bibs, good 
quality material. In 
all sizes. Price 6/11 





: No. 52A, 
at the 
EXHIBITION 
to be 
shortly held 
at 
THE HORTI- 
CULTURAL 


The “London.” fa” 
A newly designed 
Uniform Rainproof 
Gabardine Coat, 
fully-cut Skirt, with 
smart pocket at- 
tached from belt. 











“BI The “Shandon.” 


A smart suit in Diagonal 











Tweed in shades of Grey and 
Dark Saxe only. Coat held 
in position with narrow sash 
belt, inserted pockets, finished 
cloth buttons. Coat halflin-d, 
plain Skirt cut wit) seams at 
side only. Price 75/- 


The “Imperial” 

Bonnet. 
Modelled on fine straw frame, 
specially de+ igned for this style 
of Bonnet. Bound with velvet, 
full square Waterproof Veil, 
14/11. Postage od. extra. 

Veils, 106 and 12/11 


N.8.A. 


The “ Matron.’ 
Dress, in L ight and Dark Blue 
—_ rials, well finished, with 
deep tuck and hem, shaped 
c on »yleeve, button to elbow, 
Bodice lined. 
A quality 31/6 
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Increase in use of Glaxo ‘ 
Decline in Infant Mortality 


Many factors have combined to bring about the re- 
markable decline in infant mortality during recent 
years, but there must be few who will not now concede 
that the replacement of farinaceous foods and infective 


ee 


raw milk by properly prepared, standardised dried ] ow 
milk has been a factor of some importance in this en 
work. This chart shows the increase in Glaxo 20 th 


sales during recent years in comparison with the 
annual infant mortality rate over the same period. 





STANDARDISED -DRIED MILK 
Full-Cream, Three-Quarter-Cream, Half-Cream 


ee Proprietors of Glaxo 
bd Joseph Nath an G Co., Ltd., 


London G New Zealand 


Infantile Mortality Rate per 


SGN ama ets 6 ote 









Glaxo sales represented by 
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THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


A WEEKLY RECORD FOR MIDWIVES 





AND MATERNITY NURSES | 





—— 


POINTS FOR MIDWIVES 


the last Central Midwives Board meeting 
r the hearing of the penal cases, one case 

particular had a great deal of time and patient 
nsijcration given to it before the decision 
yhether the midwife was or was not acting as a 
maternity nurse while in attendance on a certain 
After debating, the Board agreed that 
the midwife was not actually acting as a midwife, 


o the charges were not proceeded with, but the 

n remarked that all practising midwives 

1 wise to note several things of import- 
One was that any midwife should, after 
promising to attend a case as a maternity nurse, 
get into direct communication with the doctor 
ngaced (or said to be engaged) for the confine- 
ment, as it is not sufficient just to enter in the 
regist ‘* Doctor’s ecase.’’ The other point was 


that en sending for the doctor, at any time, it 
to use the ‘‘ medical aid form,’’ as the 
unterfoil remaining in the possession of the mid- 
f uuld be a proof (if such was needed) that 
had been taken to secure the attendance 
loctor, thus acting as a protection to the 
ty nurse (when she is a midwife also), and 
n tally also the protection of the patient. 








CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 


EETING was held on Wednesday. April 20th. 
‘resent: Sir Francis Champneys, Professor Briggs, 
iirbairn, Dr. Griffith, Miss Haydon, Miss Le Geyt, 
Paget, Miss Pollard, Miss Pearson, Mr. Sangster, 
Dr. West, Mr. Westley, Secretary. 

This was the first meeting of the reconstituted Board, 
he business began by the election of the chairman. 
essor Briggs, in proposing the re-election of Sir 
Franc Champneys, said: ‘‘In the life of the Board 
these are cherished moments, each year opening to the 


met the opportunity they would otherwise eagerly 
see freely rendering their well-deserved tribute to the 
ability, efficiency, and self-sacrifice of the chairman, Sir 
Frat Champneys. Gentle as a lamb and powerful as 
: he leavens his lead with insight and foresight, 
each equally deep and wide, just and merciful. The man 
and his work have been indelibly implanted within the 


section of the public service for nineteen years, pioneered 
r ministered by this Board. The members, whether 
nd unsearred, or veteran and scarred in this many- 

sided administration, are assured of the most loyal of 
experienced help and the kindest of hearty sympathy 
while Sir Francis presides at the Board, and long may he 
continue in office. His Majesty the King and the Privy 
Council have recently renewed their faith by re-electing 
Tor » years Sir Francis to the General Medical Council. 
Francis Champneys, expressing his thanks for the 

ence shown in him, said the Board had been his 

ct of first interest for nineteen years, and it gave 
great gratification that the members should elect 
ear after year as chairman. He hoped that if any 

of the new members did not at first understand the pro- 
cedure, or were in any difficulty, they would ask him 
for an explanation, which he would be happy to give. 





He was sure their work and experience would be of great 
service to the work.of the Board 

The Secretary reported that the following had been 
appointed members of «he Board : 

Professor Henry Briggs, M.B., F.R.C.S., the Lady 
Mabelle Egerton, C.B.E., Miss Marion Olive Haydon, and 
Miss Gladys Ivy Da Silva Le Geyt, by the Ministry 
of Health; Mr. Charles Sangster, M,R.C.S., L.S.A., bj 
the Society of Apothecanes; Mr. John Johnstone Jervis, 
M.D., D.P.H., by the Association of Municipal Corpora 
tions; Mr, Robert Arthur Lyster, M.D., B,Sc., D.P.H., 
by the Society of Medical Officers of Health; Miss Pol 
lard (Inspector of Midwives for Middlesex), and Miss 
M. E. Pearson, by the Incorporated Midwives’ Institute, 
in addition to those who had already been mentioned 

The Chairman mentioned that with the reconstitution 
of the Board one—Mrs. Latter—had ceased to be a mem- 
ber. Her genial helpfulness would be much missed, and 
with permission (which was unanimously granted) he 
would write a letter thanking her for the many years 
of service she had given. oy; 

After the election of the Penal Cases and Finance Com- 
mittees, the Board adjourned for the various Committees. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

The Committee reported that they had carefully considered 
a large number of suggestions for the amendment of the 
Rules sent in by local supervising authorities, medical officers 
of health, examiners, and others. They had now completed 
the revision, and it was agreed that the copy of the re- 
vised Kules, initialled by the Chairman and approved 
by the Board, be sent to the Minister of Health for his 
approval, and that the new Rules should come into force 
on July 1st for a period of five years. The following 
form the Approvals Sub-Committee :—The Lady Mabelle 
Egerton, Dr. J. S. Fairbairn, Miss Rosalind Paget, Mr. 
C. Sangster, Miss M. Olive Haydon. 

The Secretary of the Devonshire Nursing Association 
was to be informed of the resolution passed at the last 
meeting of the Board with reference to the holding of more 
examinations at the Bristol Centre; and that she also 
be informed that in the opinion of the Board the number 
of candidates entering for the written examination at 
Plymouth does not justify the holding of the oral part of 
the examination there also. 


LECTURERS. 


Approved.—Richard John Edwards, M.D., and Gilbert 
Innes Strachan, M.D. 

Adjourned.—Robert Younger, M.B. 5 

Refused.—Evan Evans, M.B., F.R.C.S., 
Lauder, M.D. 


and Helen 





TEACHERS. 


Approved.—Olive Noel Andrews. v2 
Adjourned.—Gertrude Louise Burnett, Matilda Eliza- 
beth Laws, Caroline Montrose, Amy Gertrude Richardson, 
Edith Elizabeth Waring. ; 
Permission to furnish a statutory declaration in lieu of 
a certificate of birth or of baptism was granted to Ellen 
McDonald and Edith Mary Taylor. 
The name of Margaret McKevitt, National Maternity 
Hospital, Dublin, to be entered on the Roll. The names 
of Brigid Cooke, Louisa Dodds, Mary Jamison Thomson, 
and Mary Robertson Dempster -had been placed on the Roll. 
The applications from five women for the voluntary re- 
moval of their names were granted. 
Provisional Rolls for 1921 to be printed as usual (but 
not the full Roll on account of expense). 
Dr. W. S. A. Griffith was thanked for his kindness in 
inspecting the examination at the Bristol Centre, the report 
of which had been received. 
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C.M.B. ( concluded) 
SpeciaAL MEETING. 

Under the provisions of Rule D.8a a_ special 
meeting was held on April 21. Present: Sir F. 
Champneys (chair), Professor Briggs, Lady Mabelle 
Egerton, Dr. Fairbairn, Dr. Griffith, Miss Haydon, Miss 
Le Geyt, Dr. Lyster, Miss Paget, Miss Pollard, Miss 
Pearson, Mr. Sangster, Dr. West, Mr. Westley, Secretary 

STRUCK OFF. 

Helena Kate Robinson, C.M.B. examination (London 
Delay in notifying the L.S.A. of having been in contact 
with an infectious case; suffering from a septic thumb, 
neglecting to notify the L.S.A., and visiting other mater 
nity patients while still a source of infection. Dr 
Macrory and Dr. Pengelly (L.C.C. inspectors) were 
present The midwife, who had not practised for some 
years, went as a temporary assistant and worked in the 
maternity home or on the district as required. Several 
cases of puerperal infection occurred, and three died 
from puerperal fever. Dr. Macrory could not give much 
information as to the previous record of the midwife, who 
had not before worked in London (and, as various letters 
showed, only for short periods of holiday duty in the 


country), but she considered that the breaches of the 
rules in question were the result of lack of knowledge 
and up-to-date experience as a midwife. The Chairman 


remarked that if in future the midwife wished to apr 
for reinstatement on the Roll it would be necessary for 
her to take further training and instruction. 

JUDGMENT POSTPONED. 

Kate Shaw (Norfolk). Being recalled to a patient (after 
the tenth day) on acount of secondary P.P.H., neglecting 
to advise medical aid; failing to notify the L.S.A. when 
medical aid had been secured and of being in attendance 
on a case of infection; failing to take and record P. and 
T. Miss Fowler (inspector) and the patient’s husband 
were present as well as the midwife. It was stated that 
the midwife was summoned by telegram several days 
after her last visit, but a doctor was not sent for then, 
or at any subsequent visit by her. The patient became 
seriously ill and died of puerperal septicemia; the doctor 
who was called in by the sats, found her with a 
temperature of 105 and pulse 140 and considered that 
symptoms of great gravity must have been present for at 
least 48 hours. The midwife considered that after the 
tenth day the rules did not apply, and that she had ex- 
plained to the husband that she was not responsible and 
could not treat the patient, ‘“‘not being a doctor.” Her 
previons record was good, except in some minor respects 
She was severely censured, reports to be asked for from 
the L.S.A. in 3 and 6 months, especially in regard to 
mode of practice and sending for 


necessary 


medical aid when 


No AcrTIon 
Emma Katherine Gillett, C.M.B. examination (London) 
Dr. Macrory, Dr. Pengelly, Mrs. Roach (health visitor 


Mr. Sclesser (solicitor), and many witnesses as well as the 
midwife w A great deal of time and attention 
was given to determining whether the midwife at the 
case in question acted as midwife or maternity nurse. 
The evidence, which was very conflicting, proved that 
untruths had been told in regard to the definite engage- 
ment of a doctor, 


ere present 


whose services were not forthcoming 
when required 
ADJOURNED. 

Final Report.—Jane Eliza Carr (London). No action 

Interim Reports, Sarah Maria Beesley (Norfolk) and 
Rose Ant Northumberland). foth goad. 

The next meeting of the Board will be on May 19th at 
10 %) a.m — Se ‘ 

MIDWIVES’ CLUB 
Midwives on the C.M.B, 

Your comment on the representatives elected by the 
Incorporated Midwives’ Institute has surprised me To 
those of us who know Miss Pollard and her work, the 
appointment has brought extreme satisfaction. A fully- 
qualified nurse and midwife, with long years of practical 
experience in actual work, surely no one could more fitly 
represent us. Add to this her intimate association with 
and experience of the midwives of all temperaments and 
dispositions while acting as inspector, her keenness to 
recognise our difficulties, her justice when showing us our 


> > 
,orrowdale 




























— 
faults, the kindly disposition and natural good humour that 
so endears her to the women who used to look upon ap 
inspector as a sort of “‘Dragon,’’ and you have as perfect 
a representative of “the pilgrims of the night”’ as in this 
time of stress and trouble anyone could desire 
*‘A Mrppiesex Mipwire.” 

We did not criticise Miss Pollard’s appointment, know. 
ing her to be an excellent choice. We merely commented 
on the fact that the Institute, which represents midwives 
in general, did not make a practising midwife one of its 
nominations.—Eb. ] 


MIDWIVES AND OPHTHALMIC CASES 
R. W. H. HAMER records in his latest report the 
steps taken by the L.C.C. Health Department to 

enforce the rules that midwives must ask for medical 

assistance when even slight inflammation of tl eyes 

occurs in infants. When a notice is received from a mid- 

wife that medical assistance has been sought this 

account, the council’s medical inspector at once visits the 
infant to ascertain that it is receiving the medica! assist 
ance which the midwife has advised, and the medical 
officer of health of the borough in which the patient 
resides is immediately informed of the condition of the 
case, and whether the infant is being removed to a hos- 
pital for treatment. The midwife is also visited to leam 
particulars as to the case, the a pee taken 
beforehand, and the disinfection adopted by the midwife 
after each visit to the case. It was found in the past im 
some cases that when medical assistance was obtained 
the medical practitioner, after examining the infant's 
eyes, gave directions to the parents as to the course of 
treatment, and left instructions for them to seek medical 
help again if the inflammation did not yield to treatment, 
and if there was no improvement in the condition of the 
child’s eyes. So long as the midwife remained in atten 
dance the treatment was for the most part carried out, 
at all events once a day; but many of these ca 
not recovered by the tenth day, the time the midwife 
usually ceases her attendance. It was also found impos 
sible for the midwife personally to attend to the infant's 
eyes as often as was requisite, i.e., in some cases four oF 
five times daily, and this duty was then left the 
friends of the patient, who were utterly ignorant of the 
need for using clean rags and sterile water. Eight 

hundred and nineteen notices were received from mid- 

wives during 1919, stating that medical assistan had 

been advised on account of inflammation of t! 

of infants, and, in addition to these, 22 other cas« 

to light, in which medical help was not called 
midwife. Eight hundred and fifty-six cases 
thalmia neonatorum were notified in 1919, 464 of which 

were not in the practice of midwives. There v 1 

cases of inflammation of the eyes in the practice 

wives brought to the notice of the council, of which 30 

proved to be ophthalmia neonatorum, and are 

in the 856 such cases referred to. The council’ 

tors investigated the 392 cases of ophthalmia. T 

hundred and thirty-seven cases were reported to |! 

pletely cured. In 13 cases there was damage 

cornea, but in seven cases there would probably 

impairment of vision; 16 died while still sufferir 
the disease, and in 26 instances the result could 
ascertained owing to the removal of the patient 
could not be traced.—The Medical Officer. 








CORONER’S COMMENT 

N East-end nurse’s cold water treatment to improve 
the breathing of a newly-born babe was com! ented 

on by Dr. Edwin Smith, the coroner, at a Shoreditch 
inquest. The midwife said the child did not breath 
freely when it was born, so she took water into her outh 
and ‘squirted it on the child in the region of the eart. 
She had seen it done by doctors and nurses. , 
Dr. Smith said she could not have been taug! this 
by the Board of Midwives; merely to splash water ‘rom 
a basin was simpler and quicker. : 
The use of cold in stimulating respiration reflex); 18 
very generally taught to midwives; the method ad ipted 
of squirting it out of the mouth is not; the midwife was 
probably one of the old school. The Central Midwives 
Board does not teach midwives, but appoints teachers. 


